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€ducational Standards. 


COUNCIL STANDS EXAMINATION 


Principal’s Opposition to Present Action. 


At a special meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on April 8th, under the chairman- 
ship of the president, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, opposition 
to the adoption of the revised list of preliminary examin- 
ations in general education was raised by Sir John 
McFadyean on the ground that the present was an in- 
opportune time at which to make the alterations. The 
general opinion of the meeting, however, was that the 
raising of the standard of general education required of 
a student was a matter of urgency, and the motion was 
carried by sixteen votes to four. 

The following is a full report of the discussion :-— 

The PrestpEent: [ beg to move formally the adoption 
of the revised list of preliminary examinations to be 
recognised as qualifying a candidate in respect of general 
education to enter a veterinary college. (For revised 
list see Veterinary Pecord, January 14th, 1921.) 

Mr. BanwAm: I second that. 

Sir Joun M’FapyvEaAn: Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
if I understand the proposal which has just been made, 
it means that within a short time the standard of the 
preliminary examinations for veterinary students is to 
be raised to that required on the part of intending medical 
students. Is that so? 

The PrEstpENT: That is more or less the case. 

Sir Joun M’FapyEan: Then I venture to think it is 
by far the most important proposal that has for many 
years been before this Council. Frankly I think it is a 
bad and dangerous proposal, and I should be in despair 
regarding the future of the profession if I thought it was 
likely to be passed and to be put into practice. Everyone 
knows that it is very desirable that the standard of general 
education of members of this profession should be high. 
One might even admit that it is desirable that every mem- 
ber of the profession should be a Master of Arts or a 
Bachelor of Arts of a university, but everyone recognises 
that that is not an applicable standard. It may be said 
that this Council has the power to enforce any standard 
it likes. My contention is that it has not that power, 
or, if it has, it exercises it under a very severe and impor- 
tant limitation, which is that the power shall not be 
exercised to the detriment of the public. I maintain 
that that limitation must be read into the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act—that we must not set up a standard of 
education or do anything with regard to the admission 
of new members to the profession that can be shown to 
be opposed to the public interests. What are the interests 
of the public in this connection? The answer in the 
first place is that the public have a right to demand that 
every owner of a sick animal shall be able to obtain the 
services of a qualified veterinary surgeon for treatment, 
and I defy anybody to contradict that. And that is not 
the end of the matter. The public have a right to demand 
that there shall be in this country a sufficient number 
of veterinary surgeons for the army and for the other 


public services. I hold that these things are so perfectly 
obvious that they cannot be open to discussion, and there 
cannot be any difference of opinion on them round this 
Council board. It therefore follows that the President 
and those who are prepared to support him must think 
either that the profession is at the present time over- 
crowded, or that it is in distinct danger of being over- 
crowded, or, alternatively, they must think that this 
sudden elevation of the standard of education would not 
seriously diminish the number of those who will enter 
the profession within the next few years. As to the 
question whether the profession is really overcrowded 
or not, it is hardly necessary to remind the Council that 
that very subject was canvassed here exactly a year ago, 
and that a committee made a report which seemed to 
imply that the profession at the moment was the very 
reverse of overcrowded. It used an expression which 
implied that there might in the near future be an expan- 
sion of veterinary work which would allow of an increase, 
and which would absorb 50 per cent. more new entrants 
into the profession than we had been having previously. 
It implied, in fact, that the profession might, within 
some unspecified time, without detriment to the pro- 
fession, be increased by 50 per cent. On that occasion 
a number of us thought that that was a statement difficult 
to substantiate, and personally I think it probably was 
an exaggerated estimate of what is called the absorptive 
power of the profession ; but it is not necessary for me, 
for the purpose of my present argument, either to affirm 
or to deny that the profession is too small. Those who 
presented the report to which I am referring appear to 
me to be debarred from maintaining that it is overcrowded. 
I am quite content to take it simply that it is at the 
present moment not too large. None of us can pretend 
to say exactly what would be the proper number of veterin- 
ary surgeons for this country, but I venture to think 
that no one at this meeting will challenge the statement 
that at the present time the profession is not too large. 
I think in this connection it is time one took into con- 
sideration the possibility thaf there may, within a com- 
paratively small number of years, be a considerable 
expansion in veterinary work, and such an expansion 
has been very confidently predicted by members of the 
profession, if not by members of this Council. But I 
want to point out that if there were in the near future 
a great expansion of professional work in, respect, let us 
say, of meat inspection or the inspection of animals, in 
connection with the subject of public health, the men to 
carry it out could be found in this profession at the present 
time. 

I turn in the next place to consider whether it is 
likely or not that if this proposal is carried and put into 
effect it will reduce the numbers of the profession. Ver- 
haps someone will get up and say it is to be anticipated 
that if we pass this bye-law the prospect which it will 
create of an increased status on the part of the members 
of the profession will tend to increase the number of those 
wishing to get into it. I say it is possible someone may 
say that, but I think it is very unlikely that any member 
of this Council will use an argument like that, unless he 
wishes to insult one’s intelligence. There is no question 
whatever that if this proposal is carried and put into 
effect, it will enormously reduce the number of those 
entering the profession. In this, as in many other 
instances, the best guide for speculation with regard to 
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the future is to be found in examining what happened 
in similar circumstances in the past. I propose to give 

u some figures to show what the effect was of raising 

he standard for the student’s general education to its 
present height or approximately its present standard. 
That happened in the year 1895 or 1896. It is very 
instructive to notice how the number of those entering 
the profession yearly has varied. In 1875, which I think 
was three yvears before the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 73 new members were admitted, and almost 
immediately after that the numbers began to rise, and 
they had risen in 1890 to 125; in 1891 they were 122; 
in 1892, 136; in 1893, 142; and in 1894 and 1895 there 
were 150 new members admitted to the profession. It 
was in that year that the regulations with regard to the 
preliminary examinations were altered, and a fourth year 
was added to the curriculum about the same time. The 
result was this—that in 1896 the number of new admissions 
had fallen by 77 per cent. They fell to 118, and they 
declined annually, until in 1899, they were only 92, and 
in 1911 they were only 72. The decline in the latter vear 
was not attributable to that, but there can be no question 
that the great decline which set in after 1895 was almost 
entirely due to the alteration in the Regulations with 
regard to the preliminary examinations. I do not think 
that anyone who is acquainted with the facts will deny 
that that had a far greater effect than the imposing of 
an additional year of study. 1 therefore maintain that 
it is probable to a practical certainty that, if this motion 
is carried and put into effect, it will cause a rapid decline 
in the number of veterinary surgeons on the register, 
and that an inevitable result will be that there will be a 
public outcry that this body has failed to do what the 
public expect it to do, namely, to provide the country 
with a reasonable number of qualified veterinary sur- 
geons ; and there will be a demand, which, in my opinion, 
will be justified, that the powers and privileges that have 
been granted to us should be transferred to other hands. 
I wonder what is the hurry for making such a serious 
increase in the standard of this examination at the present 
time with a declining register. Is the present standard 
of examination so absolutely unsatisfactory ? I listened 
in this room yesterday with great satisfaction to the 
eulogium—well deserved, as [ think—-which General 
Blenkinsop pronounced with regard to the services of 
the members of the R.A.V.C. in the recent war, amounting 
to one-third of the entire profession, as he said. Was 
there any evidence in that that the members of the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps were imperfectly educated in 
either general or professional subjects ? Were there any 
combatant nations in the great war that were better 
served by their veterinary service? Are the general 
ractitioners in France or Germany or any other country 
tter fitted to carry out their duties than those of this 
country at the present time ? My opinion is that they 
are not. This country is, I believe, acknowledged to be 
abreast of any of these other countries with regard to 
the veterinary surgeons who are in the public services or 
who are in private practice. But what [ am most afraid 
of is that if this is carried everyone will recognise very 
soon that the position cannot be maintained, and it will 
be a serious thing if, having passed this bye-law, we have 
publicly to withdraw it in the course of a few years. I 
am quite prepared, if it comes to a direct negative, to 
vote against the motion, although very likely in doing 
so my conduct may be open to misrepresentation, but I 
suggest to the President and to the seconder of the motion 
that it is desirable to avoid voting on the question, and 
I therefore move the previous question. I formally 
move the previous question, which, as everyone knows, 
is equivalent to a proposal that we do not vote upon this 
question to-day. 

The PReEsIDENT: The previous question has been 
moved; it should be seconded, and then the discussion 
can go on. 

Mr. Garnetr: I will second it. 

The PRESIDENT: The debate can now proceed. Does 
anyone else desire to express an opinion on the motion ? 


PLEA FOR A HIGHER STANDARD. 

Mr. Coteman: [ strongly support the suggestion, Sir, 
that the educational standard should be made higher, 
if for no other reason than that contained in Sir 
John M’Fadyean’s own words. He asked the question, 
‘“Were the general practitioners of other countries 
better qualified than those of the British Isles?” 
In view of the appointments that are now becoming 
open to general practitioners of the veterinary profession 
generally, 1 think the higher the education the better 
chance they will have of having the respect that is 
due to them paid them by the authorities. When we 
see members who have that education and are high 
up in the profession sugg@sting that the general prac- 
titioners are of such a class that they are not to be relied 
upon to carry out certain details which Government calls 
upon them to carry out, I think that in itself speaks 
in a rather derogatory manner of the education or the 
social position which the veterinary surgeon holds, and 
we can only attain that position by having a higher 
standard of education. Sir John asked the question : 
* Are the general practitioners of other countries better 
qualified than those of the British Isles?” I think we 
all know the attitude that has been taken up by certain 
members who have that education in throwing cold 
water upon those who, I presume, have not. I therefore 
have very great pleasure in supporting the suggestion 
that the standard of the examination should he made 
higher, so that we shall have the best men and the men 
most capable of study entering the protession. 

Mr. Witterr: [| listened with great interest to Sir 
John M’Fadyean’s remarks, but I think he is unduly 
pessimistic. I have much pleasure in supporting the 
original motion. When increased emoluments are asked 
for by members of this profession from the Government 
Departments, they are immediately told that their educa- 
tional! attainments are not on a par with those of members 
of other professions who have had the increased emolu- 
ments granted to them. ‘Therefore for that reason. and 
that reason alone practically, I support the motion. 

Gen. Sir Layton Brenkrxsop: I support the motion 
for raising the standard of general education in this 
profession. I do not think there is anybody here who is 
so prejudiced as to say that we do not require a high 
standard of general education in this profession of ours, 
which is one of the most valuable to the public. If we 
are going to stand still with the whole world of education 
advancing, the profession will go back. (Hear, hear.) 
I do not agree with the statement that the present general 
education in this profession is sufficient. Gentlemen, 
I have had a wide experience of graduates from this 
College. Probably I have worked—I do not say come 
into individual contact with— but 1 have worked with 
more graduates from this College than any other man, 
and I should like to impress upon you the necessity of a 
more liberal general education if you wish your profession 
to have the status which it should have. The status is 
there to be taken up: and if you expect the public to 
come forward and throw open appointments to uneducated 
men—men without a liberal general education—I am 
quite certain that you will be disappointed. The public 
is educated now, and is getting more educated every day. 
(Hear, hear.) We cannot—TI say this after due considera- 
tion-- stand still and allow the fact that we are going to 
reduce the number of our students in the schools to affect 
our duty to the public, which is to give them liberally 
educated veterinary surgeons. You have before you 
the action of the General Medical Council. Personally 
I do not consider that the syllabus which has been drawn 
up here is sufficiently high. You have the dental pro- 
fession and the medical profession taking up a far higher 
standard from January, 1925, than we have laid down 
here. You have had a resolution from a society brought 
before you to-day which was unanimously passed after 
full discussion by the outside members of the profession. 
That resolution asks for a higher standard than our 
President has brought forward in the standard proposed 
here to-day. The profession outside of England has 
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raised its standard. America has taken the standard 
of a four years’ high school education—-a higher standard 
of education than this standard. I grant you that there 
has been a diminution in the number of students in the 
American colleges since the standard was raised, but is 
the profession in America going to say, ‘We cannot 
have this standard’? ? No. They will get their students, 
and if you raise the standard you will get a higher class 
of students coming to the colleges. You will not get 
an educated man to come to a college with a low standard 
of education. Then we have to bear in mind our Colonial 
graduates. It will very soon come to pass, if our standard 
of general education is limited, that we shall have our 
Colonial graduates being considered superior to the 
graduates of the English colleges, and also we shall have 
our Colonies accepting our Colonial graduates and rejecting 
the British graduates. That is a point that must be 
borne in mind in connection with this matter. I think 
we should very seriously consider the matter before we 
let it go out to the public that our standard of general 
education is at present sufficiently high for the profession. 
(Cheers. ) 

Mr. Mate: I should also like to support the standard 
of examination as laid down by the committee. I do 
not think it is at all too high. In fact, I am very doubtful 
whether in a few years it will be high enough. I was most 
surprised to hear the remarks of Sir John M’Fadyean, 
because it will be in the memory of all of us on this Council 
that at the very last meeting, when I proposed that 
certain committees should be formed, including a Publica- 
tion Committee, to advance the interests of the profession, 
the argument that Sir John used against it was that the 
only way to advance the profession in the view of the public 
was to improve the education. To-day he has utterly 
opposed improving the education of our students. He 
says it is against the interests of the public. 

Sir Jonn M’FapyEAn: That is a misrepresentation, 
Sir, which I shall have an opportunity of correcting, I 
suppose. 

Mr. Mate: Sir John said to-day that it was against 
the interests of the public to increase the standard of 
preliminary education. Gentlemen, surely it is an insult 
to our intelligence to, think we should believe that by 
increasing the education of our students we are not acting 
in the interests of the public. 

Mr. Banuam: I do not think we need be very much 
afraid of this education business at all. It strikes me 
that it is much more cheap and easy to-day to get this 
higher education than it was to get the lower grade of 
education in my day. I do not think we need be at all 
afraid of young men to-day not being able to pass the 
higher grade, for instance, of the Cambridge Local. They 
would pass that much more easily than we did the Junior 
Local in my day, in 1895, and before the war. I think 
it is far more cheap and easy for them to attain that stan- 
dard than it was for us to attain the lower standards in 
those days. Therefore I do not think we need be very 
much afraid. 

Mr. Garnett: Sir John M’Fadyean has lost sight of 
one fact, namely, that County Councils all over England 
are now giving bursaries and scholarships for the very 
class of students, i.e., farmers’ sons, that practically 
form the backbone of this profession. Not only do they 
get education at a cheaper cost than that which we had 
to strive after, but they have it now at their doors, and I 
for one do not at all fear that the raising of the standard 
will bring about any diminution in the number of students. 
I disagree with Sir John altogether on the point of the 
diminution of students entering the colleges. I believe 
the principal reason for the big diminution which occurred 
about 1894 or 1895 was the four years’ course coming 
into operation. That was publicly announced many 

beforehand, and it caused a big rush of students 
 seceay about 1888 up to 1894. 

Col. BrirrteBANK: I rise also to support the desire 

that some of us have for an increase in the standard of 
liminary education. I too am optimistic about the 
aa of the profession, and in saying that I think we 


require to take steps to provide for the future. I cast 
no slur whatever upon the existing members of the pro- 
fession, but the general trend of education to-day in every 
walk of life that we can think of is upwards. I think 
that the pessimists who regard the future as holding out 
no hopes for the members who enter the profession will 


. probably find that a highly trained veterinary surgeon 


will be increasingly in demand for the general purposes 
of the State, and if the State requires him, general practice 
will also require him to an equal extent. There is no 
doubt about it that the opportunities presented to the 
veterinary surgeon at the present day are nothing like 
what they should be and what we hope they will be in 
the future. I strongly support the raising of the standard. 

Mr. Stocock : I should also like to say a word in support 
of the higher standard of education. As other speakers 
have pointed out, education now to those receiving it is 
very cheap. We all know the calls that are made upon 
us by various bodies for the education of the youth of 
to-day. I believe there are still, and that there will be 
in the future, good livings for the more highly-educated 
and efficient veterinary surgeon. It is to those better 
qualified to take those positions that the berths are open. 
We admit that there was a decrease in the number of 
students during the years named by Sir John M’Fadyean, 
but I attribute that decrease to the institution of the 
four years’ system, which necessitated considerably 
more expense to obtain the qualification of a veterinary 
surgeon, and also to the advent of motor traction about 


that time. The opening up of that calling prevented a 
number of men entering the veterinary profession. (Cries 
of Vote, vote.) 


The PREsIDENT: Before putting the previous question, 
T must allow Sir John M’Fadyean to reply. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyeran: I promise not to occupy much 
time. I am afraid it is probable that the majority of 
those present do not share my views on the question. It 
will be observed that, with the exception of one or two 
speakers, those who have followed me have not dealt 
with my argument at all. General Blenkinsop’s position 
is that he would give the country highly-educated veterin- 
ary surgeons, but he does not say whether he would get 
them in sufficient numbers, and that is my whole point. 
I pointed out that my attitude in the matter was sure 
to be misrepresented, but I hardly thought I should find 
that expectation so soon fulfilled. It is a false statement 
that I am opposed to increased education for veterinary 
students. I am strongly in favour of it, and I have 
always been in favour of it. I think the moment is not 
opportune, that is all. In this matter I have been con- 
sistent during the whole of my professional life. I gave 
all the assistance that I could to get the standard of 
education raised in 1915 to that of the General Medical 
Council. I was one of thdése who took at this Council 
board a leading part in opposing the proposal that it 
should be brought down again, and I resigned my position 
here and fought an election on that very subject. No 
one has dealt seriously with my suggestion that there 
will be an intolerable decline in the number of those 
added to the register. General Blertkinsop is quite 
mistaken in supposing that I was thinking about the 
schools. The interests of the schools are not in question 
in regard to this matter. I am thankful to say that the 
Government is now committed to the support of the 
schools. I wonder if those who sit round this Council 
table are aware of what the facts are regarding the standard 
of the certificates of general education presented during 
the last eight years, or during the last four years if you 
like. The fact is that of all the students who presented 
themselves during the last year only 38 per cent. would 
have been admitted under the present standard. Assum- 
ing that those whom we exempted during the last two 
years would have only been able to pass on the lower 
grade, then the percentage of those who have joined 
the colleges during the last two years who would have 
been able to pass under this standard is not more than 
about 20 per cent. It is always dangerous to prophesy, 
but one need not be ashamed of giving a strong opinion 
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as to what is likely to be the result of a particular change 
when the prediction is accompanied by solid argument. 
I care nothing for being defeated here. My earnest wish 
is that my prognostications will be falsified by the events— 
(hear, hear)—but we shall see, or those who survive will 
see. Does anyone imagine that it will be to the interests 
of the profession if you reduce the number of practising 
veterinary surgeons by 30 per cent? Do you suppose 
that the remainder will get all the practice that is thus, 
so to speak, left open ? Nothing of the kind. You will 
simply increase the number of quacks throughout the 
country. As to the necessity of having highly-educated 
men for higher posts, need one point out that we offer 
no obstacle to men with higher general education coming 
in? Three or four universities have now instituted 
higher degrees, demanding a higher general education, 
and therefore there is no need to suppose that if we leave 
the standard as it is we shall not have at least the same 
proportion that we have had in the past; we shall pro- 
bably have a higher proportion of those who have attained 
to a university standard of education. 

The Prestpent: I will now put the amendment 
moving the previous question. 

The amendment was then put and lost, four voting 
for and fourteen against. 

The Prestipent: I will now put the original motion, 
unless there is an amendment to it. It is to the effect 
that this schedule of preliminary examinations in general 
education be now adopted. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Is it correctly expressed in the 
notice—‘* The President to move the adoption of the 
revised list of examinations to be recognised as qualifying 
a candidate in respect of general education to enter a 
veterinary college”’? When did this college get the 
power to determine what students should enter veterinary 
colleges ? 

The Presipent: The last five words I should say are 
not correct. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I think they are not correct, 
and I suggest they should be corrected. Is that part of 
the motion ? 

The Presrtpent: No. I think, as a matter of fact, 
when I moved the resolution at the very beginning I 
omitted those words. Certainly one would omit the 
words, “to enter a veterinary college.”” The motion is 
that this revised list of preliminary examinations in 
general education be adopted. 

The motion was then put and carried, sixteen voting 
for and four against. 


Morion sy Srr Joun M’FapyeEan. 


Sir JouHn M’Fapyean: I beg formally to move, “ That 
Bye-law 94 be altered to read as follows :—‘ No student 
shall be entitled to receive the diploma or have his name 
entered on the register of the Royal College until he has 
completed his 2Ist year, but he may present himself 
for his final examination before that date if eligible.’ ” 

Col. BRITTLEBANK: I second that. 

Mr. Carter: What is the meaning of this alteration ? 
Does it mean that a student can present himself for his 
final examination, supposing he is eligible, at 17, 18 or 
19 years of age ? 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Yes, even if he were 15 years of 
age, but he cannot get on the register until he is 21. 

Mr. Carter: But he could sit for his final examination ? 

Sir Joun M’FapyYEAN: Yes; it would be open to him 
at 12 years of age. 

The resolufion was then put and carried unanimously. 

It was agreed that the confirmatory meeting should 
be held on Tuesday, April 19th, at 3-30 p.m. 

A hearty vote of thanks having been accorded to the 
President for his conduct in the chair, the meeting 
terminated. 

THE EXAMINING BOARD. 


Inclusion of Teachers and Members Approved. 


_ At the quarterly meeting of Council (the report of the 
initial stages of which appeared in our last issue) which 


preceded the special meeting, the chief business was the 
consideration of the report of the special committee re 
qualification of examiners. The proceedings were as 
follows :— 

The Prestipent: You will remember that this report 
was received at the meeting of Council held in January, 
but it was not adopted. (See Veterinary Record, January 
14th.) It was considered better that the adoption should 
be held over, so that the report might be properly con- 
sidered. 

Mr. GarneEttT: I do not know whether I shall be in order 
in proposing that this report be now received and adopted. 
It has been published and circulated for the purpose of 
informing every member of the profession as well as the 
members of Council. It is very clearly set out, and I will 
not trouble you by going into the matter now. I propose 
that the question be referred to the Parliamentary and 
General Purposes Committee, with a view to their drafting 
a new Charter embodying the principles of this report. 

The PresipENnt: We shall have to adopt the report 
first. 

Mr. Garnett: Yes. I propose the adoption of the 
report. The reasons for everything are clearly set forth 
in it. 

Mr. Stocock: I second the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: The matter is now open for discussion, 
if discussion is needed. 

Mr. McKinna: The second part of the report was only 
carried by the casting vote of the chairman. 

The Prestipent: The report is open for discussion. 
If there is no discussion, I am going to put the motion 
that the report be adopted. 

Mr. McKinna: Will you divide the resolution into two, 
the first resolution relating to the first part of the report 
and the second resolution to the second part of the report ? 

The Prestpent: If you wish. 

Mr. McKrnna: It will help me, because I cannot vote 
for the second part, but I will vote for the first part. 

Col. BrirrLeBANK: Is it common in all the other 
examining bodies which are commented on for the internal 
examiners to be unpaid ? 

The PrEsIDENT: It is difficult to answer that, but I 
can speak for the University of Edinburgh. The answer 
is in the affirmative ; they are unpaid. 

Col. BrirrLEBANK: The question really was whether 
they were invariably. That was one of the things we 
did go into, and we found that there was no absolute rule. 
We thought, however, there were very strong reasons in 
our own particular case why they should not be paid. 

Sir Joun M’FapyEan: I agree with Col. Brittlebank 
that we should adopt the report as it stands, because the 
payment or non-payment of internal examiners will not 
be optional. It is stated here explicitly as a recom- 
mendation of the committee that the internal examiners 
shall be unpaid, and that must be taken to have been the 
opinion of the committee after very careful consideration. 
My support of the scheme is conditional on that being 
unaltered. 

Sir Srewart StockMAN: That does not involve refusal 
to pay any bona fide expenses incurred by such an examiner. 

The Present: No, you could pay expenses, but they 
are on a different footing. 

Mr. BANHAM: I voted against part 2 of the report simply 
because I thought it was going against what the Fellows 
really thought they would gain by taking the Fellowship. 
So far as I am concerned personally, it does not matter 
two straws to me, because I do not want to be an examiner, 
and even if the provision was made, I should refuse it. 
I have therefore no axe to grind in the matter. But if 
you start an examination for a specific purpose, I do not 
think you ought to go against it. What I would suggest 
is that not only should Fellows be allowed to be examiners, 
but the holders of any other higher degree, such as the 
B.Se. or any other degree. I do not think it should 
be open again to the members alone. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Thatissonow. The regulation 
that Mr. Banham has referred to applies only to examiners 
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for the membership ;_ it does not apply to examiners for 
the newly instituted diploma. 

Mr. BanHam: I| did not mean that; you have mis- 
understood me. You wish to enable the members of 
the college to examine for the membership. Is that what 
you mean ? 

Sir Joun M’FapyEan: Yes. 

Mr. BANHAM: I say that the fellowship was instituted 
in order that members might go in for it so that they could 
be elected as examiners for our membership. Now you 
wish it to be taken away from the fellowship. 

Major ABson: No, the Fellows are still eligible. 

Mr. Bannam: But they alone are eligible now. 

Mr. Mutvey: They have a monopoly. 

Mr. Banuam: I think they alone should remain eligible. 
But you can do this, and I should vote for it,—-that if you 
make any other higher diploma, or whatever you like to 
call it, beyond the membership examination, the examiners 
might also be elected from people holding those diplomas 
as well as the fellowship. I do not think it should be 
open to the members. 

Mr. Carrer: I should like to support Mr. Banham in 
this matter. We were certainly given to understand 
when we went in for the fellowship that it conferred certain 
benefits or privileges, and one of them was that the 
examiners should only be selected from those who had 
taken the fellowship diploma. The report says: ‘‘ More- 
over, the holders of the new diploma in Veterinary State 
Medicine, although undoubtedly this new qualification is 
at least equivalent in standard to that of the fellowship 
diploma, are debarred by the Charter from acting as 
examiners.”’ [am agreeable that the examiners should be 
selected from those diploma holders also. I support 
Mr. Banham in this, because I remember very well at the 
time that there was a great agitation in this country about 
the abolition of the ninth clause, I think it was. 

Mr. McKinna: The point that impressed me very much 
was that the second part of this report was only carried 
by the casting vote of the chairman. Personally I should 
like the second part to be referred back again to the 
committee. I think myself it has the effect of cheapening 
our fellowship, and I am not impressed by the committee’s 
decision, because it has not been by any means unanimous. 
If any good could come from a further discussion of the 
second part of this report, I should be very glad. 

Major Anson: We cannot act till we get a new Charter, 
can we ? 

Sir JoHN M’FapyKean: We have had three months to 
consider it. 

Mr. McKInNA: But we could not express our opinion 
on it before. This is the first meeting of Council that has 
been held since then. 

Col. BrirrLeBANK: I should like to express my hearty 
support of the principle laid down in this report, that the 
selection of the examiners shall be unfettered by any 
restriction. What might have been applicable at the 
time when the fellowship was originally started cannot be 
justified to-day ; indeed, it is a strong comment upon the 
selective capacity of this Council that we should be in any 
way restricted in our choice of examiners for the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. I think most of us 
here can speak without any ulterior motive, because we 
are naturally disqualified from being examiners. There 
is a very large number of men in this profession of very 
high scientific attainments who have not, for some reason 
best known to themselves—-probably a quite sufficient 
reason—-been able to take the fellowship examination. 
Our profession is perhaps different from a good many other 
professions. A large number of our members have to 
live in such isolated conditions that at the optimum season 
for the taking of the fellowship examination after further 
training the difficulties in the way were such that they 
could not overcome them. That is somewhat beside the 
point perhaps, but I very strongly wish to support the 
recommendation of the open door made by the committee. 

The PresipENT: You have not moved an amendment, 
have you, Mr. Banham ? 


Mr. BANHAM: No. I should like to point out to the 
Council that the fellowship is quite open for these men. 
If they wish to become examiners, let them go in for the 
fellowship, so that they may become examiners. _ It is all 
nonsense to say that they do not wish to put themselves 
up for examination. 

Sir Stewart StockMAN: That is quite true from that 
particular point of view, but I desire to point out that we 
have often been hard put to it to find an examiner in 
our profession who is a Fellow of the College. The present 
state of affairs is that we want somebody to come in, and 
he cannot come in because he has not got the fellowship. 
We have to ask him to take the fellowship before he can 
act. I agree with Col. Brittlebank that we shall be 
destroying the value of this report if we restrict it in any 
way. 

i r. BANHAM: We want the best men to become Fellows. 

The PRESIDENT: May we observe the laws of debate as 
far as practicable ? (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. GARNETT: May I point out that one of the principal 
original intentions of the fellowship, that it was to supply 
the Board of Examiners, has entirely broken down during 
the past 35 years? There has not been a sufficient 
number of Fellows. Members seem to have lost interest 
in it, and it has failed absolutely when it has come to the 
test, because it has not given us a sufficient number of men 
to select our Examination Board from. We are too small 
a profession, and that is why we ask that the post of 
examiners shall be thrown open to the whole profession, 
members and fellows alike, so that we may have the best 
examiners on our Board. 

Major Anson: I rise to reiterate what has fallen from 
my friend Mr. Garnett. I think there cannot be any doubt 
that the profession is unanimous that members should be 
entitled to act as examiners. We Fellows have 
undoubtedly failed in numbers, and probably in ability, 
if I may be allowed to say so; certainly we have failed to 
produce the number of men which might have been 
expected to fulfil the important duties of examiners. — I 
am absolutely in favour of members being allowed to 
come on the Examination Board. There is a host of 
useful members that are not Fellows, and never will 
become Fellows, whose services we can utilise as examiners. 

Mr. Buxton: I should like to speak in support of the 
findings of the committee. It appears to me that so long 
as members are prevented from acting as examiners, we 
are, in the light of our present knowledge, casting an undue 
stigma upon their capabilities. Whatever may have 
been the conditions in the past, nobody, I venture to say, 
would dare to suggest that those conditions obtain in the 
present. I do not suggest that we shall be overwhelmed 
with applications from members to act as examiners— I 
hope we may be—but if, by throwing open the examiner- 
ship to members of the profession as well as to the Fellows, 
we can find enough mene to complete our Examining 
Board without having to get the services of people who are 
really outsiders, it will be of enormous benefit to the 
veterinary profession. 

Mr. BANHAM: Can you do that ? 

Mr. Buxton: We hope so. 

Major Arson: There seems to be an impression abroad 
that if members are allowed to become examiners the 
fellowship examination will fall flat. Personally I think 
that members who are desirous of taking the higher degree 
will do so just the same. I do not think many members 
have taken the higher degree for the special purpose of 
becoming examiners at all, and therefore I do not think 
that argument will apply. 

Mr. Banuam: I do not often trotble the Council for 
very long, but if I may speak again I should like to say 
that I am afraid this will be the deathblow to the fellowship 
degree. ‘A good thing too,’’ some of you may say, but 
I do not. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should be very sorry to think that the 
fellowship degree was taken from a mercenary motive, 
because, from what I can gather from the speeches that we 
have heard, that seems to be the only motive from which 
,t has been taken. 
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Major Asson: I do not think so. 

Mr. Mutvey: When,the ninth clause was rescinded, a 
clause was proposed that members should be allowed to 
act as examiners. ¢The majority of the Council at thai 
time did not see their way to carry the proposition, and it 
was thrown out. I want to add one word,—that I had 
been a Fellow some years before | made that proposal. 

The Prestipent: There is no amendment before the 
meeting, and if no amendment is moved, I shall put the 
motion. 

Mr. BANHAM : ,I1 will move as an amendment that Part 2 
of the report be referred back to the committee. I shall 
vote for Part 1. 

Mr. McKinna: I second that. 1 do so because there 
is apparently no unanimity about it. 

«Mr. Carrer: I support the amendment. 

taIhe Presipent: The resolution moved by Mr. Garnett 
and seconded by Mr. Slocock is, ‘‘ That section 1 of the 
report be approved.” 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. GARNETT: I now move that we approve of section 
2 of the report. 

Mr. Stocock : I second that. 

Mr. BanHAmM: I move as an amendment that section 2 
of the report be referred back. 

Mr. McKrnna: I second that. 

Mr. Carter: I| support it. 

The amendment was then put and lost, 3 voting for 
and 14 against. 

The motion for the adoption of section 2 of the report 
was then put and carried, 15 voting for and 3 against. 

Mr. Garnett: I now move “That the drafting of the 
necessary Supplemental Charter be referred to the 
Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee for 
consideration and report.” 

Major Anson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Garnett: I donot know, Sir, whether it is necessary 
to have the help of the solicitor in this matter, but I think 
it will be necessary right away from the beginning. 

The Prestpent: I think it is not only necessary but 
absolutely essential. 

Mr. Garnetr: | take it that the committee will have 
the power to consult Mr. Thatcher with regard to the 
drafting of the Supplemental Charter. 

The PRESIDENT: That is taken for granted. 

Mr. Garnett: As long as that is understood it is all 


right. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS: MEMBERSHIP DIPLOMA. 
Crass C, PatTHOLoGy. 


The only application received for appointment as 
examiner in Class C, Pathology, was from Dr. J. Murray 
Lyon, M.D., F.R.C.P. Edin., D.P.H. 

Col. BrirrteBankK: I propose that Dr. Murray Lyon 
be elected. ' 

Mr. Marx: I second that. 

Mr. BanuAM: It is a pity we have not a member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who would 
offer himself for this post. I do not care whether he is 
a Fellow or anybody else. 

The Presipent: Up to the moment when the position 
was advertised members were ineligible, and will still be 
ineligible for some little time. Doubtless if members 
had been eligible they would have applied. 

Mr. BanHAamM: They might have offered themselves. 

The Presipent: We should have had a number of 
applications, I have no doubt. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: I know of at least six men 
who would be eligible if we would allow them, but they 
will not take the fellowship. 

Mr. McKinna: The more the pity. 

The PresipENT: It is proposed that Dr. Murray Lyon 
be appointed examiner in Pathology. 

Sir Tomn M’Fapyean: For how long will this appoint- 
ment last ? 

The Presipent: Till the next election. 


The SkcreTARY: Two years from now, but it may be 
made for any length of time. 

Sir Jonn M’FapyEan: I feel inclined to move that 
this appointment be made for one year. I think there 
is something in Mr. Banham’s veiled reproach. I do not 
think it would be undignified to Dr. Murray Lyon to 
appoint him for one year, and I beg to move that. 

The PresipENt: The bye-law says: ‘ Each examiner 
shall be elected for such period, not exceeding three years, 
as the Council may think fit,” so that it is perfectly in 
order to move that he be elected for one year. 

Mr. Marx: I beg to second that. 

The resolution that Dr. Murray Lyon be appointed 
examiner in Class C, Pathology, for one year was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


Crass D, MEDICINE. 


The PrestpENT: In the case of the examinership in 
Medicine we have two applications—from Mr. J. Brown, 
F.R.C.V.S., and Mr. W. S. Mulvey, F.R.C.V.S. 

The SrecrEeTaARY: There was a third application from 
a member, whose name could not be placed on the list 
because he was ineligible. : 

A ballot was then taken and resulted as follows :— 
Brown, 15; Mulvey, 5. 

The PresipEeNnT: I declare Mr. Brown elected. 

Col. Mason: I beg to propose that Mr. Brown be 
elected examiner in Class D, Medicine, for one year. 

General Sir Layron BLENKINSOP: I second that. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


Honours AND PrRizES COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of a meeting 
of the Honours and Prizes Committee, held on Thursday, 
April 7th, 1921 :— 

1.—-CHarRMAN. In the absence of the chairman, the 
president was voted to the chair. 

2.._MinutEs. The minutes of the previous meeting, 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

3.—JUBILEE MEMORIAL AND BuRsARY PRiIzE. The 
regulations for this prize were considered, but the matter 
was deferred, the secretary being instructed to report as 
to the history of the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Funds, 
and the conditions attaching thereto. 

On the motion of Col. Mason, seconded by Mr. Banham, 
the report was received and adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF SCRUTINEERS. 


On the motion of Mr. McKinna, seconded by Mr. Carter, 
the Scrutineers were re-elected en bloc. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 
Col. BrirrLEBANK: I move that there be no annual 


dinner. 
The resolution was seconded and carried unanimously. 
This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting 


of Council. 


Vaccine Distribution Controversy. 


Srr M’FapyEANn RESIGNS FROM THE NATIONAL, 


At a meeting of the Council of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, which was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1, on Wednesday, April 6th, 1921, the 
Secretary read the following letter from Sir John 
M’Fadyean, tendering his resignation :— 

19th March, 1921. 
Dear Sir,—I shall be glad if you will have my name 
removed from the list of members of the National 

Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 

Ireland.—Yours faithfully, J. M’FapyEan. 
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The following letter was read by the President :-— 
29th March, 1921. 
Dear Bradley,-—I regret that circumstances have 
prevented me from replying sooner to your letter of the 
24th inst. I much appreciate the kind feeling which | 
know prompted you to suggest that I should withdraw 
my resignation as a member of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, but my determination to sever 
my connection with the Association is quite unalterable. 
As you will no doubt have surmised, the immediate 
cause of my resignation was the letter which the Council 
of the Association directed their General Secretary to 
write to me with regard to the issue by the Research 
Institute here of vaccine for the prevention and cure 
of joint-ill in foals. The assumption which obviously 
underlies that letter is that the Council claim the right 
to act as a court for the consideration of complaints 
against members in respect of matters of professional 
conduct. I regard that claim as ludicrous, and the 
demand that I should give the Council an assurance 
that the vaccine will only be distributed under con- 
ditions approved by them as simply an impertinence. 
Such being my reply to the letter, you will see that 
the only alternative to my resignation is that the Council 
should expel me from the Association, and I am quite 
willing to leave the choice to them. 
I shall be glad if you will read this letter at the next 
meeting of the Council.—Yours sincerely, J. M’FADYKAN. 


The Secretary was requested to read the resolution 
from the Derbyshire Division and also the letter sent by 
the Council to Sir John. 


Resolution from the Derbyshire Division. 

That this meeting of the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association communicate to the Secretary of the Shire 
Horse Society and Sir John M’Fadyean (through whom 
the vaccine is to be obtained) their strong objection to 
the circular (enclosed), and hereby expresses the opinion 
that stockowners should only be allowed to obtain 
vaccine through their veterinary surgeons, and that 
the National Veterinary Medical Association be asked 
to endorse this view. 

Copy of circular— 
JoINntT-ILL IN FOALs. 

The Research Institute ot the Royal Veterinary 
College has for several seasons been carrying on 
investigations with regard to the cause and prevention 
of joint-ill in foals, and it is now desired to try on as 
large a scale as possible the effect of treatment by means 
of a vaccine which has been specially prepared for the 

Ose. 

The College wishes it to be known that the vaccine 
will be supplied gratis during the ensuing foaling 
season to any member of the Society applying for it, 
either (1) for the treatment of mares shortly before 
foaling; (2) for the treatment of foals immediately 
after birth, with a view to preventing joint-ill, or (3) 
for the treatment of foals attacked with the disease. 

Applications for the vaccine should be addressed to 
the Principal of the College on the enclosed postcard, 
after the number of doses required has been filled in. 
Full particulars with regard to the employment of the 
vaccine will be forwarded with it, but it ought to be 
noted that a veterinary surgeon must be employed to 
inject it. 

ABORTION IN MARES. 

Although contagious abortion in mares does not 
appear to be a widespread disease in this country, it 
has been represented to the Council of the Society that 
there is a decided danger that it may spread to a serious 
extent if proper means are not taken to deal with cases 
when they occur. 

It is therefore strongly advised that in any stud in 
which a number of mares are in-foal the first case of 
abortion should be provisionally regarded as contagious, 
and that application for advice (which will be given 
gratis) should immediately be made to the Principal 
of the College. 
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Copy of letter sent to Sir John M’ Fadyean. 
12 Buckingham Palace}Road, 8.W.1. 
Dear Sir,— I am instructed to inform you that at a 
meeting of the Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association, held on 21st February, 1921, a com- 
munication was submitted from the Derbyshire Veter- 
inary Medical Association and a circular which purports 
to have been distributed by direction of the Council 
of the Shire Horse Society. ‘The Council of the National 
Association could not persuade themselves that the 
circular had been drafted with the full coucurrence 
of the Director of the Research Institute of the Royal 
Veterinary College, for they do not think that he would 
arrange for the supply of vaccine other than through, 
and the framing of reports by, a veterinary surgeon. 
If, however, the impression gathered from a perusal of 
the circular is correct, the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
cannot refrain from expressing strong disapproval of the 
method of distribution of the vaccine, and would like 
to be assured that the proposed mode of procedure 
will be modified.—Yours obediently (signed) J. B. 
Buxton, General Secretary. 
The Director, 
The Research Institute, 
The Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town, N.W. 
It was proposed by Col. J. W. Brittlebank, seconded by 
Mr. J. Willett, that the resignation of Sir John M’Fadyean 
he accepted with the greatest possible regret. 


National Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of the Council was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C,1, on Wednesday, April 6th, 1921. 

The President, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, occupied the 
chair, and the following members signed the attendance 
book :—Messrs. F. W. Garnett, F. G. Samson, C. H. Locke, 
Colonels J. W. Brittlebank, A. W. Mason, Professors G. 
H. Wooldridge, J. F. Craig, General Sir L. Blenkinsop, 
Messrs. J. McKinna, 8S. H. Slocock, H. A. MacCormack 
and J. Willett. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. E. 
Lyne Dixson, F. L. Gooch, A. W. Noel Pillers, Wm. 
Woods, B. DeVine, J. 8. Lloyd, A. Gofton, W. A. Taylor, 
A. Monro, R. Hughes, W. H. Brookes, J. W. McIntosh, 
¥. W. Willett, Professors Hobday and O’Connor. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Sir John M’Fadyean, 
tendering his resignation. The correspondence concerning 
this matter is published elsewhere in this issue. 

A further letter was read from Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, Secretary 
of the North Midland Division, enclosing correspondence 
which had passed between him and the Under Secretary 
for Mines, regarding the Coal Mines Act, 1911, Testing 
Horses for Glanders, Order No. 42. - 

Col. Brittlebank considered that a protest should be 
made by the Council against direct representations of 
this sort being made by a division. 

The President agreed that if each division took similar 
steps, it would seriously handicap the activities of the 
Council, and render it difficult for the dignity of the 
Association to be maintained. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Lloyd, 
pointing out the inadvisability of taking such action. 


TELEPHONE SERVICE. 


The following resolution was received from the Southern 
Counties Division :-— 

That this meeting of the Southern Counties Veterinary 
Society enters its strong protest, both against the pro- 
posed increase in the telephone charges and against the 
diminished efficiency of the service and the decreased 
attention given to the public. That the National 
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Veterinary Medical Association be asked to give their 

support to the resolution. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
forward the protest to the Postmaster-General. 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


The Secretary stated that, owing to the absence of a 
quorum at the previous meeting of Council, the signing of 
the Articles of Association had to be deferred. 

The Solicitor pointed out that since the word ‘* Limited ”’ 
could not be dispensed with, certain prohibitive clauses 
had been deleted, thereby giving the Council greater 
freedom of action. 

The Articles of Association were then signed by seven 
members of Council. 

The Solicitor pointed out that other documents would 
require signing on behalf of the Association, and that the 
signature of the General Secretary would be necessary. 

It was proposed by Mr. McKinna, seconded by Mr. 
McCormack, that the Secretary be authorised to sign on 
behalf of the Association. 

The Solicitor stated that copies of the Articles of Associ- 
ation should be available for those members who required 
them, and that the price must be Is. per copy. 

It was decided that authority be given for the printing 
of 250 copies at £32 10s. Od. 

J. B. Buxton, General Secretary. 


Retirement of the Union Principal Veterinary Officer. 
Mr. Gray’s Fine WorkK AGAINST RINDERPEST. 


The principal Veterinary Officer for the Union of South 
Africa, Mr. C. E. Gray, M.R.C.V.S., will retire from the 
public service on the 9th of May. He is now on leave of 
absence. Mr. Gray is the son of a former Controller of 
Telegraphs of the G.P.O., Edinburgh. In 1879 he 
entered the Scottish Postal Telegraph Service, and spent 
seven years in it. Then entering the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, he qualified, and spent 
his early practice as a veterinary surgeon in the English 
Midlands. He afterwards practised for several years in 
the United States. 

In 1895 Mr. Gray proceeded to South Africa, and the 
anti-rinderpest operations undertaken in Rhodesia were 
carried out on Mr. Gray’s recommendations. The 
Matabele Rebellion then absorbed Mr. Gray’s activities 
for a time. The Chartered Company afterwards com- 
missioned Mr. Gray to acquaint himself with Professor 
Koch’s rinderpest method, and he was after that employed 
in Rhodesia in a veterinary capacity. In 1897 Mr. Gray 
was lent to the Cape Native Affairs Department, and 
later devoted himself to building up the Rhodesian 
Veterinary Division. 

The appointment of Principal Veterinary Officer for 
the Transvaal was offered to and accepted by Mr. Gray 
in April, 1905. Five years later, on the establishment 
of the Union, Mr. Gray was appointed to the post that he 
is now relinquishing—that of Principal Veterinary Officer. 
Quoting the South African Journal of the Department of 
Industries, ‘‘of Mr. Gray’s special services we may 
mention his last, when he directed the operations of the 
Rinderpest Expedition sent to German East Africa in 1917 
by the joint administrations of the South African Govern- 
ments. The object was to check the southward spread of 
rinderpest. The efforts of the expedition were crowned 
with success, and the southward trend of the disease 
checked. But it meant the inoculation of close on 100,000 
head of cattle, in a zone of entry practically unexplored, 
extending from Lake Nyasa to Lake Tanganyika.’ 

R.A. V.C. Old Comrades’ Association.—It is hoped 
that there will be a good attendance of members and their 
guests at the first annual re-union dinner of this Association. 
The function will take place at the Café Monico, Piccadilly, 
W., on Friday, April 29th, at 6-30 p.m. The Hon. 


Secretary of the Association is Mr. M. J. Carr, R.A.V.C., 
O.C.A,. 
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THE COUNCIL MEETING. 


In this issue is concluded the report of the last 
quarterly meeting and of a special meeting of the 
Council. The work on hand has increased, and is 
increasing very considerably, both in volume and 
importance. ‘The labours of the members of 
Council, especially in committee, are becoming more 
ail more exacting, and in the very near future must 
exercise a greater demand upon their time and 
energies. This report contains three matters of 
great importance: the raising of the standard of 
general education, the addition of teachers to the 
Examining Board, and, no less important, the 
eligibility of members of the profession to serve upon 
that body also. That they appealed strongly to those 
interested in professional education was natural ; 
but they should also claim the earnest attention of 
all members of the profession, inasmuch as the 
decisions arrived at must have effect upon the 
profession in the near future. 

The standard of general education to be demanded 
of the prospective student has been canvassed over 
and over again, and we may safely affirm that the 
consensus of opinion leans towards the desirability 
of an educational equipment more thorough than has 
been required in the past. When professions 
generally are raising the standard of the preliminary 
educational test, it seems desirable that the 
veterinary profession should follow suit. That, in 
the past, the school education of the average 
veterinary student has not been any too thorough is, 
so far as we are aware, not denied by those in a 
position to judge. But, it is asserted, to raise the 
standard of general educational requirements now 
will produce a dangerous decrease in the number of 
students attending the various colleges, and so 
diminish, to a harmful degree, the number of 
recruits to the profession at a time when they are 
seriously needed. Whether this would or would not 
be the effect is, of course, impossible to predict 
with certainty, though it may be argued, and has 
been argued, that such a result was experienced 
when the educational standard was raised before. 
Against the fear of diminution in the number of 
students has to be set the possibility—almost the 
certainty—that a continuation of the present 
standard will grant occasion to those who are none 
too well disposed towards the governing body of the 
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profession to use the gibe that veterinary education | 


is not keeping its place in modern progress. A gibe, 
of course, is only a gibe; but when it has a 
semblance, if nothing more, of foundation, it has 
its weight in public opinion. While we appreciate 
that those members who were apprehensive of the 
result of a raised standard of preliminary education 
were actuated solely by a desire to safeguard the 
welfare of the profession, we cannot fail to express 
gratification at the decision of the Council. 

The fact that the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons stands almost, if not quite, alone among 
examining bodies in that teachers in the schools are 
debarred from taking part in examinations, has for 
long been held by many as an_ undesirable 
distinction. Many educationists have admitted— 
some of them have angrily declared—that examina- 
tions are evil things, necessary but nevertheless evil. 
Most educationists are agreed that to extend the 
examination is to lessen its evil, and that the best 
method of extension is to take into account the whole 
work of the candidate during the entire period of 
training. These being opimions generally held, it 
seems to be a natural conclusion that the teacher 
must have some share in the examination of his 
students. There are those, however, nearly always 
not educationists, who doubt the integrity of the 
teacher, and fear that he may be too leniently 
disposed towards his own pupil. That this is a 
groundless fear we ane persuaded; but even if it 
were not, according to the proposed scheme the 
teacher would be in a minority of one to two, and 
could never hope to secure the passing of an 
unworthy candidate in opposition to the opinion of 
two external examiners. We feel certain, though 
this is not a particularly strong argument either one 
way or the other, that a considerable number of 
students, and certainly all the weak ones, would 
prefer to be examined by someone other than their 
teacher. 

The proposed addition of teachers to the Board of 
Examiners presents itself to our view as a step in 
the right direction, and this, apparently, is also the 
opinion of the great majority of those members of 
the profession who have made themselves familiar 
with the proposals. 

Of equal moment, perhaps, is the decision that 
members of the profession should be eligible to serve 
on the Board of Examiners. The various points for 
and against this important alteration of a bye-law 
were discussed at length by the Council, and it 
appears to us that there could have been no 
alternative to the decision which was arrived at. 
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The Fellowship Degree should have more than an 
| individual value—it has a part as an asset to the 
profession, and that it has to appear in a 
handicapping capacity is to be deplored. The 
possessors of this distinction cannot, consistently 
with a realisation of this wider function of the 
Fellowship, desire the maintenance of a monopoly 
the relinquishing of which appears to be necessitated 
both by internal and by external circumstances. 


Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Act, 1920. 

We would remind our readers that the annual fee of 
£1 ls. Od. due under the new Act to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons should be paid before the 30th inst., 
to the Secretary, at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 
We trust that all members in practice in the United King- 
dom will be willing to remit the fee within the stipulated 
time, and so help the College to place itself, without 
unnecessary delay or trouble, on a really sound financial 
basis. 


Abstracts and Reviews. 


Pyrexia and Fever. 


Heymans was occupied with this subject in Belgium 
during the four years of the German occupation of that 
country, and his results fill more than 200 pages of the 
Archives. Only a portion of his work can be condensed 
into abstract forin. 

Using rabbits, the author devised a delicate technique 
whereby a carotid-jugular anastomosis on one side of the 
neck can be made, and the intravascular connection heated 
or cooled in a water-bath. |The way in which this is done, 
together with details of his methods of thermometry and 
of estimation of CO, output, is stated at length. 

The normal temperature of the rabbit is 38-5° to 39-5°C, 
At this temperature there was close agreement between 
the thermometric readings of the anastomosis and rectum, 
but with departure from this mean there arose discrepancies 
between the two; when the blood at the anastomosis 
was cooled to 24°, the rectal terhperature was as high as 32°. 

The 'ethal rectal temperatures were reached when the 
blood was heated or cooled so that these were 42° and 18° 
respectively, although the lower figure could only be 
estimated approximately on account of the difficulties of 
obtaining it without causing the blood to clot in the tube. 
The point is that the body can be cooled to many degrees 
below normal without harm, but it cannot be heated 
more than a few degrees without death resulting. 

Such simple pyrexia can now be compared with that 
which is always associated with fever. The author 
injected diphtheria toxin into a rabbit so that its temper- 
ature rose to over 40°C., and compared the manifestations 
of the two forms of pyrexia. The injected rabbit showed 
slightly accelerated respiration and pulse, while the warmed 
animal’s pulse was considerably increased, and its breathing 
was not only quicker, but much deeper. ‘The visible 
mucous membranes, as well as the ears, of the injected 
rabbit were pale, whereas the corresponding parts of the 
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warmed rabbit were markedly congested. In_ short, 
the warmed rabbit was employing the mechanism whereby 
reduction of body-temperature is affected, whereas the 
injected rabbit was not—the slightly increased respirators 
and cardiac activity of the latter being the ordinary 
response to increase of temperature shown even by muscles 
isolated from the body. To simple pyrexia, then, the 
body responds normally, as is well shown by vaso-dilation, 
whereas in the case of fever what apparently happens is 
an intoxication, partial or general, of the thermo-regulating 
apparatus, and the putting of this in a state of hyper- 
excitation and then of hyperfunction ; with the result that 
it regulates the temperature at a higher level than normal, 
and that proportional to the degree of intoxication or 
excitation. 

[Iso-hyper et hypothermosation des mammiféres par 
ealorification et frigorification du sang de la circulation 
carotido-jugulaire anastomosée. By J. F. HeryMANs. 
Archives Internationales de Pharmaco-dynamie et de 
Thérapie. Vol. xxv. Fascienle 1-11.) 

H. E. H. 


Clinical and Case Reports. 


Rupture of Dog’s Suprascapular Nerve. 


By Pror. Wa. M.C., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., 
Edinburgh. 


Specimen exhibited at a meeting of the Scottish 
Metropolitan Division, on February 2nd, 1921. 

This dissection of the right brachial plexus of a 
whippet was exhibited as showing the cause of an 
intractable lameness. When first seen the dog was 
going slightly lame on the right fore leg, and on 
manipulation, wasting of the supra and infraspinatus 
muscles was quite evident on comparison with the 
sound limb. There was no clear history of a definite 
injury to account for the condition beyond the fact 
that the dog was commencing training for an import- 
ant race. The whole purpose of the owner keeping 
the dog being racing, little hope was held out of 
improvement sufficient to permit of this, the injury 
being diagnosed as due to some lesion affecting the 
suprascapular nerve, therefore it was decided to 
destroy the animal. Rest and massage of the 
atrophied muscles had not resulted in any improve- 
ment. Dissection of the brachial plexus revealed 
a complete rupture of the suprascapular nerve, about 
one inch from the poiat where the nerve passes between 
the supraspinatus and subscapular muscles, the 
central end of the severed nerve overlapping the 
peripheral portion, a strong fibrous connection 
binding them together. The suprascapular nerve 
lends itself much more readily to injury from over 
extension by backward displacement of the leg 
than any other nerve of the brachial plexus, as the 
nerve runs from the most anterior part of the plexus 
in the neck and has a very firm attachment at the 
point where it passes between the supraspinatus 
and subscapular muscles. 


Navel-Ill in Lambs. 
By W. Brown, M.R.C.V.S., Wiveliscombe. 


Subjects——Lambs a fortnight old; folded on 
turnips at 1000 feet elevation. Fourteen dead 
within a period of horty-eight hours. 

History.—Healthy strong lambs up to time of 
seizure, farm previously free from navel-ill and 
generally healthy. 

Symptoms.—_-Lambs noticed lame in one of the hind 
feet; arched back, drooping ears, in some cases 
swollen tongue. 

Duration.—Death in from two to twenty-four hours 
after first symptoms observed. 

Autopsy.—Inflammatory condition extending from 
navel cord and invading panniculus—in all cases 
peritonitis present, varying in intensity. Other 
organs normal; this condition was common to all 
affected in the nine post-mortems made. 

Observations from other veterinary surgeons who 
have had experience in this form of the complaint, 
together with any possible line of treatment, would 
be of interest to the country practitioner. 


Association Reports. 


Veterinary Medical Association of treland. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

The annual general meeting of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland was held in Dublin, on Thursday, 
January 27th, 1921. There were present, Mr. Wilkinson 
(in the chair), Messrs. Holland, Reavy, Doyle, Murphy. 
Kk. V. Kelly, Dolan, Norris, W. W. Malone, McCann, 
J. J. Kelly, Captain Sheil and Professors Craig, O’Connor 
and Browne. 

The minutes of the previous general meeting having 
been circulated, were taken as read and signed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received froin 
Messrs. A. J. Moffatt and Cushnahan. 

Letters of resignation were received from Captain J. 
B. Hare and Mr. W. B. Devine. It was unanimously 
resolved to ask these two gentlemen to reconsider their 
resignations and withdraw them. 

A letter was received from the North of Lreland V.M.A., 
enclosing the following resolution, and asking for it to be 
supported. 

That in view of the extensive areas to be covered and 
the difficult roads over which members of the veterinary 
profession have to travel in the discharge of their duties, 
resulting in the necessity for the use of high power cars ; 
and also, in view of the fact that motor traction itself 
has very largely replaced horse-drawn vehicles, thus 
largely taking away the veterinarian’s most profitable 
patient, we hold that a very considerable concession 
should be made to our members under the new motor 
tax regulation. 

It was unanimously resolved to support this resolution. 

The following officers having been duly proposed, and 
seconded, were elected by ballot for the year 1921. 

President, Professor J. F. Craig; Vice- Presidents, 
M. Barlow, F. J. Daly; Hon. Secretary, Professor 
O’Connor; Hon. Treasurer, Professor Browne ; Members 
of Council, J. F. Healy, J. B. Dunlop, J. J. Kelly, P. F. 
Dolan, J. Doyle. 

Mr. W. P. Cushnahan, who was eligible for re-election, 
withdrew his name, owing to his inability to attend the 
meetings, being posted so far from Dublin. 

The following candidates for membership being duly 
proposed and seconded, were elected :—T. Anderson, 34 
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Sandycove Road, Sandycove’;}yThos. McD. Kelly, Hotel, 
Athenry ; M. F. Murphy, .Lisryan, Lismacaffrey, West- 
meath; J. J. English, William Street, Tullamore, Kings 
Co. 

The following report of council was read, and adopted :— 

A meeting of council was held on Thursday, October 
21st, 1920. 

A letter was received from the D.A.T.I., in reply to a 
request that they should allow first class railway fares to 


veterinary inspectors, that they could not see their way to | Members of Council, Messrs. J. W. Noland, E. Wilson, ae 
modify their view as to second class fares applying in | A. Dobbyn, P. Dolan, J. J. Kelly (Dublin). a ur 
the case of these inspectors. - Owing to the curfew hours it was decided to hold the \ Pen 

A letter was received from Mr. Dunlop, resigning from | annual general meeting in the Royal Veterinary College, t i it 
the Association on the grounds of ill health. Mr. Dunlop | at 2-30 p.m., on Thursday, January 27th, 1921. uh | 
being present was prevailed upon to withdraw his resig- Professor Craig’s Notice of Motion, that the Annual Lye 
nation. Subscription to the Association be increased from 10s. 6d. +e 


Mr. Norris brought forward the question of the Adminis- 
tration of the Diseases of Animals Acts in Ireland under 
the new Home Rule Bill. After some discussion Mr. 
Norris proposed, Mr. Wilkinson seconded the following 
resolution, which was passed unanimously. 

That we view with alarm the possibility of divided 
control of the administration of the Disease of Animals 

Acts in Ireland under the terms of the Government of 


The Hon. Secretary was directed to send a letter ofthanks 
to the Noble Lords who promoted the passing of above 
Amendment, and also to those others who promised their 
support of the resolution. 

Nominations of officers for the coming year not having 
been received, the council nominated, in addition to those 
retiring in rotation and elegible for re-election, the follow- 
ing :—President, Professor J. F. Craig; Vice- Presidents, 
Messrs. R. H. Lambert, M. Barlow and F. J. Daly; 


to One Guinea as from January 22nd, being duly proposed 
and seconded, on being put to the meeting was passed 
unanimously. 
Mr. Holland proposed that a slip, worded as follows :— 
The Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland have 
decided that Veterinary Surgeons shall increase their 
fees in accordance with the increased cost of travelling 
and of commodities in general, 


> 


Ireland Bill at present before Parliament. We are | should be printed for veterinary practitioners to attach to A) 
strongly of opinion that the setting up of dual Authorities | their accounts when furnishing same. These to be issued a) 
in Ireland for the purpose of administrating the Acts | to practitioners at a small charge. Passed unanimously. aa) 
would in every respect be inimical to the Live Stock A letter was received from the National V.M.A. asking ao: 
Industry of the country, and that any attempt to put | for the co-operation of the V.M.A.I. in strengthening the ole 
such a scheme in operation would, for obvious reasons, | membership of the National, and making it a success. ay 
be absolutely impracticable. We consider, as a safe- It was unanimously resolved to support the National Aa 
guard to our Live Stock Industry, that the following V.M.A. in every way possible. a) 


— should be added to the Government of Ireland 
Bill :— 

With a view to the uniform administration through- 
out Ireland of public services in connection with the 
Disease of Animals Acts, any powers exercisable by 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction for Ireland at the appointed day with respect 
to the Disease of Animals Acts shall as from the 
appointed day become powers of the Council of Ireland, 
and not of the Governments and Parliaments of 
Southern Ireland and Northern Ireland. 

It was proposed by Professor Kehoe, seconded by 
Professor O’Connor and passed that the following sub- 
committee be elected to deal with the matter :—Messrs. 
Norris, Wilkinson, Professors Craig and O’Connor. The 
resolution to be printed, also a memo. bearing on the 
matter as supplied by Mr. Norris, and copies be sent to 
Mr. Barrie, Mr. Gill, the Chief Secretary, Sir Worthington 
Evans, R. D. Society, Secretary of the Institute of Civil 
Servants in Ireland, Farmers Union, Cattle Traders 
Association, Co. Dublin Farmers Association, Sir Robert 
Woods, Sir Stewart Stockman, Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons, and others who may be decided upon by 
the sub-committee. 

Captain Reavy brought forward the case of some 


It was also decided the officers for the Irish Division 
should be elected each year at the annual general meeting 
of the V.M.A.1., held in January. 

It was resolved that Mr. Dunlop’s paper, ‘‘ Heredity 
and Bovine Tuberculosis,” be printed with the minutes 
of this meeting and be circulated. This paper to be 
discussed at the May meeting. 

Votes of thanks were proposed, seconded and passed 
with acclamation to the President for his conduct in the 
chair during the year just ended, and to the Hon. Secretary 
and Hon. Treasurer. These being suitably responded to, 
the meeting ended. 

J. J. O'Connor, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. V.M.A.1. 


Lancashire V.M.A. 


The annual meeting of the above Association was held 
at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on Friday, January 28th, 
1921, at 4 p.m. The chair was taken by the President, 
Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers, Liverpool, and the other members 
present were Messrs. Stent, Brittlebank, Blackhurst, 
Warburton, Mayall, Wright, Henry Sumner, junr., Elam, 
Edwards, Garside, Woods, Taylor, F. Hopkin, McKinna, 
Whitehead, Dobie, Wolstenholme, and J. Spruell. Visitors, 


veterinary inspectors who had been dismissed from their ©. Chacneck C. Whitt 
J 0.6 y and C. ittam. 
ts by County Councils in Ireland without the sanction Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from i 
of the D.A.T.I. The Hon. Secretary was directed to | yoccrs. R. Hughes, Henry Sumner, senr., T. Katon-Jones, thie 
write to the L.G. Board and the D.A.T.I. in connection J. 3. Carter. : at 
with the matter. . It was resolved that the minutes of tlie last annual f 3 


It was arranged to hold the general meeting on Thursday, 
November 25th, 1920 at 7 o’clock p.m., in the Gresham 
Hotel. <A reporter to be engaged, Mr. J. B. Dunlop to 
read a paper. Owing to Curfew Regulations this meeting 
had to be abandoned. 

Prof. Browne, hon. treasurer, presented his report of 
the finances for the year 1920, showing that the expendi- 
ture had exceeded the income by about £10, and submitted 
the following balance sheet. It was proposed. seconded 
and passed that the report be adupted. 

A meeting of council was held on Thursday, 30th 
December, 1920. Letters from those to whom the 
resolution had been sent, were read, promising their support. 
It was announced that an Amendment was passed in both 
Houses, bringing the administration of the Diseases of 
Animals Acts in Ireland under the Council of Ireland. 


meeting be taken as read. 

The Secretary then read the circular resolution from 
the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association with 
reference to the new motor taxation. 

Mr. Woops agreed that it was a very proper resolution, 
and if the medical profession took up the subject, that 
they should support them. 

Colonel BrirrLEBANK moved that the letter be ack- 
nowledged courteously, intimating that efforts had already 
been made, but failed. 

This was seconded by 


unanimously. 
The SEcRETARY read a letter from the National Veterin- 


ary Medical Association, dated 24th January, 1921, with 
reference to the sale and manufacture of veterinary 
biological products. 


Mr. Wright and carried 
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It was proposed by Mr. E. H. Stent, and carried unani- 
mously that this question be referred to the Council of 
the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association. 

The SECRETARY read a letter from the Hon. Secretary, 
Northern Branch N.V.M.A., asking that the L.V.M.A. 
do all in its power to make the official journal a success, 
by prevailing upon its members to contribute clinical 
articles, notes of the prevalence of disease, etc. 

The following gentlemen were nominated by the 
President:—Mr. T. G. Sommerville, Walker Street, 
Liverpool, Mr. B. Whittam, Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine. 

It was proposed and seconded that Mr. A. Walker, of 
Liverpool be elected a member of the L.V.M.A. This 
was carried unanimously. 


Election of Officers. 


President.— Colonel Brittlebank proposed, seconded by 
Mr. Woods, that Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers, Liverpool, be 
nominated as President of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Association for a further period of service. This 
was carried unanimously. 

The President, in reply thanked the members of the 
Association. He had the interests of the Association at 
heart, and anything that he could do would be done 
whole-heartedly. 

Vice-Presidents.—It was proposed by Mr. Stent, and 
seconded by Mr. Wright that the following gentlemen be 
elected as Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year :—-Mr. E. H. 
Curbishley, Major J. Adamson, and Mr. E. J. Burndred. 

This was carried. 

Hon. Treasurer.—It was proposed by the President, 
seconded by Mr. Taylor, and carried unanimously, that 
Mr. Stent be appointed Treasurer for the ensuing year. 

Hon. Secretary.—It was proposed by Mr. Woods, 
seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme, and carried unanimously 
that Mr. Spruell be appointed Secretary for the ensuing 

ear. 
. Hon. Auditors.—\|t was proposed by Colonel Brittle- 
bank, seconded by Mr. Stent, and carried unanimously 
that Mr. W. A. Taylor and Mr. J. H. Wright be appointed 
Auditors for the ensuing year. 

Council.—-The following were elected as members of 
the Council for the ensuing year:— Messrs. Woods, 
Wolstenholme, F. Hopkin, T. Hopkin, Henry Sumner, 
Brittlebank, Blackhurst, Ball, Locke and Mayall, and 
office bearers. 

Representatives on the Council of the N. V.M. A.—‘The 
following representatives of the L.V.M.A. on the Council 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association were 
elected :—-Messrs. Locke, Brittlebank, H. Sumner, Woods, 
Stent and Spruell. 

It was proposed by Mr. Hopkin, and seconded by Mr. 
Warburton, that the usual arrangements be carried on 
for the forthcoming election of Council of the R.C.V.S. 


President’s Address. 


In the course of his address, President Mr. A. W. Noel- 
Pillers said: ‘I shall not detain you long because there is 
something much more utilitarian to follow. I must, 
however, thank you very sincerely for the trust you have 
shown in me. 

Wisely or unwisely, I still consider the veterinary 

rofession a calling in which one can practice the highest 
ideals and at the same time earn respect and a living. 
I am very conscious of my failings, but when I displease 
those who do not see eye to eye with what I consider to 
be the best interests of the majority, I ask them to deal 
leniently with me. 

I would like to say a few words to you about our 
Association ; most of you know the advantages of belong- 
ing to a society such as ours; if any are still in doubt, let 
them ask some of the patron saints of the L.V.M.A. who 
are still regular attenders, but there are a great number 
of our profession who have never tried to make the best 
uses of social and technical intercourse, and it is to those 
we owe a great deal of our stagnation. In a number of 


towns where there are only a couple of practitioners, each 


refers to the other as ‘‘ my opponent,” or “‘ my opposition,” 
in other words, in terms of antagonism, with a possessive 
pronoun linked thereto. 

We claim that associations such as ours are, if properly 
used, capable of changing these words into those at the 
least expressive of armed neutrality and at the best into 
real friendliness. Undoubtedly there is to-day more of 
this feeling than formerly, but it is not moving quick 
enough when we realise what a united front can do 
for an organised society. I am informed that in some 
towns it is not safe to ask a neighbouring practitioner 
anything about charges. The greater the pity, but at an 
association meeting the desired information can easily 
be obtained in a friendly chat, often with important 
pecuniary advantages to the enquirer, and more so to 
the dumb animals which are affected thereby. On Decem- 
ber 31st, 1919, we had on our membership roll, seven 
honorary associates and eighty-seven members; on 
December 3lst, 1920, these figures had become nine 
and 112 respectively, an increase of two honorary associates 
and twenty-five members. There remain a great number 
yet to be netted and I hope everyone will do his best to 
nominate at least one new member during 1921. He might 
do worse than get someone to propose his ‘ opposition ” 
so that he can meet him on neutral ground, preparatory 
to a squaring up before complete understanding. 

During 1920, we have held six meetings instead of four, 
with an average attendance of twenty-four, not counting 
visitors. The figures show that adjourned meetings 
for discussions on papers are not popular. One of the 
features of the past year has been the great increase in 
the number of pathological specimens and interesting 
cases which have either been exhibited or related. We 
have all derived benefit therefrom and members in coming 
forward with such cases have placed before us the realities 
of practice and at the same time helped to discharge an 
important function of our association. Excellent papers 
have been given by two of our members and the secretary 
and myself are anxious for those who wish to contribute 
towards our mental welfare in 1921 to come forward at 
once so that we may arrange dates to suit them. The 
Association has deemed it advisable to report two members 
of the profession to the Registration Committee of the 
R.C.V.S. Certain resolutions have been passed and 
forwarded to the proper quarters, notably those with 
regard to the control of tuberculin and biological products 
and to certain aspects of meat inspection. 

Some of the financial aspects of contract work have 
been considered and it is hoped that good results will 
soon become appreciable; the active support of the 
majority of the association may yet be wanted in this 
direction. Five meetings of your council have been held, 
with the satisfactory average attendance of nine. 

The N.V.M.A., of which we form a unit, has every 
appearance of developing into a body capable of enforcing 
its views. If the planks of its policy are properly laid 
before the profession, there seems to be no reason why 
the elimination from the council of the R.C.V.S. of any 
separationist, destructive and non-progressive element 
should not be possible. The official journal should appeal 
to all as something to be supported by clinical reports, per- 
sonal views, opinions and newspaper cuttings. There is still 
a strong feeling that something must be done to reduce 
the multiplicity of subscriptions, it should be possible to 
make these into one, which would effect a great saving 
in postage, paper, and work so that some substantial 
reduction could be hoped for. 

In a body so small as our profession, it is worthy of 
consideration whether or not the National should federate 
with some other bodies. As an example of what I mean. 
I may point out that if the National Association of Veter- 
inary Inspectors were to join forces with the National 
Association of Local Government Officers, they would 
undoubtedly increase their power. 

The R.C.V.S. should in a short while be in a position 
to get on its feet again and thus make towards progress 
with regard to revising our syllabuses and methods of 
examination. 
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The membership roll of this Association contains the 
names of ten members of the Council of the R.C.V.S. so 
that we may justly claim that our views may be emphasised 
in the proper quarters. 

The recent report of the committee upon internal 
examiners is to my mind satisfactory and we hope that the 
R.C.V.S. will soon be able to put into force its reeommend- 
ations, but some limitation seems necessary in the number 
of subjects in which an internal examiner shall examine. 
If a teacher lectured on Anatomy A and B, Surgery, 
and another subject, would he sit in A and B Anatomy, 
Surgery, and the other subject ? If so, then I think 
it would not be a very satisfactory innovation. 

During the past year, we have lost two great men so 
far as veterinary work in this country is concerned. Their 
places will be difficult to re-fill. In veterinary sanitary 
science, the name of the late John Malcolm, F.R.C.V.S. 
will ever be an inspiring example. Amongst con- 
scientious clinical doubters, the name of the late FE. Wallis 
Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. will long be remembered from his 
clinical writings; his Therapeutics and his Medicine 
should encourage the rising generation to think and act 
for themselves. 

One other reference and then I have done; that is to 

Mr. W. H. Brown, of 20 Fulham Road, London, who for 
well over 30 years has been the producer of the Veterinary 
Record. I have oftened listened to his reminiscences 
with pleasure. Those of us who came in contact with 
the late William Hunting, F.R.C.V.S. knew to our sorrow 
the peculiar way he had of not turning up at the critical 
moment and so forcing one to independent action. When 
confronted, he would say ‘that’s how I train them,” 
and no doubt when Mr. Brown has time he could tell us 
some very interesting stories of the early days of the 
Veterinary Record. There is probably no layman who 
has done so much so consistently for an unappreciative 
profession. We have lost a good friend in his retirement. 
Like most of us he had his official peculiarities and some- 
times he was as long winded as a Government department 
in replying to urgent letters, nevertheless I for one shall 
miss him and I feel sure this Association will do the same. 
I hope gentlemen, that you will all assist the officers of 
the Association to make 1921 a very successful year and 
so help to uplift and improve our calling to the satisfaction 
of our dumb patients, our clients and ourselves. 

It was proposed by Mr. McKinna that a hearty vote of 
thanks be given to the President for his address. This 
was seconded by Mr. Taylor, who said that he could only 
endorse the proposer’s remarks. This was carried 
unanimously. 

- Mr. E. H. Stent read the Treasurer’s report. It was 
resolved that no action be taken until the report has been 
published. 


Some American Appliances. 


Mr. Stent showed a number of American veterinary 
instruments, and illustrated their use. He also explained 
the method of treatment for impaction in the horse by 
means of a Rectal-lock, and the American method in the 
treatment of abortion in cattle. . 

Mr. Mayatu said he had listened with great interest 
to Mr. Stent’s discourse, and thought it did them good to 
hear and to see what they did in other countries. They were 
inclined to think that their way was always the best, and it 
broadened their minds to hear and see those things. With 
regard to the stomach pump, he believed there were several 
conditions in the horse, in which it would be advantageous, 
but the difficulty was to find out what the exact condition 
was before using it. If one could always be certain in 
diagnosis, he thought the stomach pump would be an 
excellent instrument. 

The castrator seemed to be a useful instrument. He 
would. like to ask Mr. Stent whether there was any law in 
America with regard to the use of anesthetics. 

The searcher which was shown was also very useful. 
It struck him that one might cut round about anything 
and yet have a good control over the searcher. With 
regard to the rectal-lock he thought that if you got it on 


and had a calculus causing the impaction, you might be 
in difficulties, however it would save a good deal of time 
in a country practice. 

Mr. STENT, in reply, said he was very pleased if the 
appliances and instruments had interested the members 
and he would be pleased to give any further information 
as to the treatments he had mentioned. So far as he 
knew there is no law in America compelling the use of 
anaesthetics. 

The PREsIDENT thanked Mr. Stent for bringing these 
instruments to the meeting. 

It was proposed by Col. Brittlebank and seconded by 
Mr. Wright and carried, that the next meeting be held in 
Manchester, on March 8th, 1921, at 2-30 p.m., for the 
purpose of discussing Mr. H. Tudor Hughes’ paper on 
‘**Equine Vaccine and Serum Therapy,” and for Mr. 
Lang’s demonstration on the stomach pump and tube. 

JOHN SPRUELL, Hon. Sec. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


The annual dinner of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association, was held at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, 
on Friday, January 28th, 1921. The President, Mr. 
A. W. Noel-Pillers took the chair. 

The other members present were Messrs. J. W. Brittle- 
bank, W. A. Taylor, J. J. Garside, J. D. Whitehead, J. 
H. Wright, F. G. Edwards, W. K. Johnstone, E. J. 
Burndred, W. Woods, J. McKinna, J. B. Wolstenholme, 
EK. L. Butters, F. 8. Warburton, Hy. Sumner, junr., Thos. 
Dobie, G. Mayall, J. H .White, C. W. Elam, C. Blackhurst, 
F. Hopkins, B. Whittam, E. H. Stent, J. Spruell. 

The guests present were the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress of Manchester, Dr. Bradley, Professors E. E. 
Glynn, H. R. Dean, Warrington Yorke, Dr. Corbitt, 
Alderman Hornby, Alderman Jones, Mrs. Noel-Pillers, 
Mrs. Stent, Mrs. Locke, Mrs. Burndred, Mrs. Johnstone, 
Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Elam and Mrs. White. 

The PRESIDENT proposed the toasts of the King and 
the Prince of Wales. 

Mr. W. Woops, in proposing the toast of the City of 
Manchester and the Royal Borough of Salford said that his 
earliest recollections of the City of Manchester were back 
to the time when he was a student at Owen’s College. 
His closest recollection of Manchester, however, was, 
perhaps a few years later, when there began to be rumours 
that a few men were talking of making a canal from 
Liverpool to Manchester. Of course it was laughed at, 
anc all the engineers that one met in a railway carriage 
(and they were nearly all engineers) showed you the 
absolute impossibility of accomplishing the task. Then 
(the most extraordinary thing of all) it was pointed out 
that the L. and N.W. Railway Co., bisected the whole 
of the route; but Manchester got over that difficulty, 
and to-day he supposed a good*many people looked upon 
the ship canal as quite an ordinary piece of work. 

There were eight towns in the United States of the name 
of Manchester and they all claimed that that city was 
named after them. (Laughter). He got that information 
from an American friend. He was asking that same man 
what he thought the most striking thing about Manchester, 
and he replied ‘its modesty.’ He said they had some 
lovely buildings, but were so modest that they crowded 
others all round them so that they could not be seen. 

They had the honour of having there that night the 
Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Manchester, and he 
asked them to drink to the health of the City of Manchester 
and the Royal Borough of Salford. 


The Lord Mayor’s Compliment. 


The Lord Mayor (Alderman Kay) replying to the toast, 
said :—‘*‘ Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—May I 
in the first instance thank you for the very splendid way 
in which you received the toast. I have listened with 
interest to all that has been said about the Manchester 
Ship Canal. What Manchester and Salford would have 
been without the canal I cannot say. The imagination 
of these men, Daniel Adamson of course especially, and 
the foresight of the Corporation in those days has borne 
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good fruit. The great American Oil Companies have al’ 
— huge slices of land in the vicinity of Ellesmere 
ort. 

I do not wish to refer to municipal matters this evening, 

but to assure you gentlemen how we recognise the good 
= you do especially with regard to the pure milk 
supply. 
I must tell you how much I appreciate your hospitality. 
The pleasure that I have had this evening goes a long way 
to lighten the arduous duties of a Lord Mayor of a large 
city like this. 

Mr. McKryna proposed the toast of Medical 
Profession,” saying that he thought the medical profession 
the noblest of all professions. One could not forget 
the noble work which the medical men did during the war. 
He did not think sufficient harmony existed between the 
two branches, and he felt they ought to get in closer 
co-operation with the medical profession, and that medical 
officers might ask their advice more often. 

Mr. H. E. Corsrn, in replying, expressed the opinion 
that local authorities should obtain and pay for the 
services of a whole time Veterinary Inspector. They 
had done a great deal, but there was still a tremendous 
lot to do. 

Mr. W. A. TAYLOR proposed the toast of the President 
L.V.M.A. The toast which had been entrusted to him, 
some of their visitors might think of minor importance, 
but if they had an intimate knowledge of their Association, 
they would know that members thought most highly of 
their President. They thought so much of Mr. Pillers 
that they had elected him to act again as President for 
the ensuing twelve months. They know how to value 
those who served them well. 

The Prestpent (Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers) in reply said 
he felt deeply touched with the kind words of Mr. Taylor. 
Anything he could do to uplift the profession and make it 
more useful in the eyes of the ordinary individual would 
be his aim. If he had succeeded in the last year, he would 
do his best to do more that year. 

Professor W. YoRK®, proposing the toast of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, said he was becoming 
more and more impressed with the fact that the two 
branches of the une profession did not work sufficiently 
in harmony. They met on occasions iike that, but not 
in their daily workings. He had induced tho Liverpool 
School of Tropical Medicine to appoint two veterinary 
surgeons on their staff. Their President had kindly 
consented to act in a honorary capacity. (Applauise). 

Dr. O. CHarNnock Braptey, in reply said that when 
they spoke of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
they were perhaps rather apt to think that the whole 
of the profession was condensed into the council, and so 
he supposed it was only fair that the council of the 
R.C.V.S., should be criticised, and criticism it certainly 
did receive, therefore when criticism was levelled in the 
veterinary profession at the present council of the’R.C.V.S., 
one felt that that criticism was going to™do good con- 
ceivably by restraining action. He thought one might 
safely say that every right thinking person received 
criticism willingly and welcomed it. When, however, 
it should by any chance degenerate into fault finding, 
that was another story. At the same time they would 
to extent a relief to find that 
a man like Professor W. Yorke could say kindly thi 
of the R.C.V.S. 

Col. J. W. Brrrriesank, C.M.G., proposing the toast 
of Our Guests, said he was antiauiiente deh to have with 
them that evening the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress. 
Amongst the other visitors with them that night, many 
of them had distinguished themselves in various ways. 

Professor DEAN, in reply assured the members of that 
Society that they in the medical profession valued 
nothing better than to work in close harmony with the 
members of the veterinary"profession. Mr. Wolstenholme 


was good enough to’bring "him specimens from time to 
time, which on every occasion he failed to recognise. 


(Laughter), 


Mr. BURNDRED proposed the toast of the Ladies, to 
which Alderman Jones replied suitably. 

An excellent programme of music was ably rendered by 
Madame Muriel Bradburn and Messrs. R. Morden Lowe 


and Ken. McKay. 
Joun Spruett, Hon. Secretary. 


Notes and News. 


Discussed in the Commons. 
Anti-Dock1ING BILL THROUGH COMMITTEE. 


The Docking of Horses Bill, introduced by Colonel Burn, 
which prohibits the docking of any horse, unless a member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons certifies that 
such operation is necessary for surgical treatment or 
otherwise for the benefit of the horse, was last week 
considered in Standing Committee of the House of 
Commons, Sir H. Mackinder presiding. 

On Clause 1, Major Steel moved an amendment allowing 
the docking of horses when carried out by a duly-qualified 
veterinary surgeon. 

Colonel Burn, opposing the amendment, maintained that 
every humane person should object to the docking of horses. 
A horse with a long tail looked better than a docked horse, 
and was much easier to groom. Moreover, the tail acted 
as a rudder to the horse, and if he was docked his rudder 
was lost to him. (Laughter.) Horse societies were 
almost unanimously in favour of leaving horses undocked. 

Sir Arthur Griffith-Boscawen said the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Government generally were entirely 
in sympathy with the general objects of the Bill, but he 
did not think the measure was workable as it stood. He 
suggested that if the Bill passed through Committee the 
promoters should consult with the Ministry of Agriculture 
before the report stage with a view to the re-drafting of the 
measure. 

Colonel Burn said he was ready to accept the suggestion. 

Major Steel’s amendment was then negatived. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill by 26 votes to 10. Other 
clauses were agreed to, and the Committee stage was 
concluded.—. Times, April 13th. 


The Shire and other horse-breeding societies are taking 
energetic action to oppose the Bill before Parliament to 
prohibit the docking of horses. They say that its intro- 
duction as a private Bill has created the utmost concern 
amongst farmers, as every cart horse is of necessity docked 
and without cruelty. The horse-breeding societies have 
never been consulted, and the Shire Horse Society is 
absolutely opposed to the Bill. 

The cardinal objection is the resulting danger of a long 
tail to the driver and team, as many cases have occurred 
where young horses have got the reins under their docks 
and run away, with serious results. The humanitarian 
side, they point out, is already covered by law, which 
requires the use of an anesthetic when the operation of 
docking is performed. They invite the support of all 
agricultural societies and farmers’ unions, with a request 
that protests against such legislation may be in the hands 
of the Minister of Agriculture not later than May 14th. 
The Times. 


ProGRESS OF PERFORMING AN]MALS’ BILL. 


The Bill introduced by Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy 
to prohibit the exhibition of performing animals and birds 
in places of public entertainment came before a Standing 
Committee of the House of Commons last week, presided 
over by Sir H. Mackinder. 

Dr. Addison stated that the Government could not 
support the Bill, because it had not been made altogether 
clear that the present law was inadequate to deal with the 
matter. The view of the Home Office was that inquiry 
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was necessary before very drastic legislation of this kind | off hind leg. Sidem was a lovely-tempered mare, but she ; F 4° 
was passed. As the Bill stood it would absolutely prohibit | was blind in one eye. She would take fright very easily aa 
any exhibitions hitherto regarded as free from cruelty, | if anything came up on that side. The dog was “ odorif- + y 
and it would destroy a large number of training and | erous in the extraordinary sense,” and had on one occasion i i ' 
entertaining interests. The Protection of Animals Act, | been ordered out of the post-office on account of its smell. ti rhe 
1911, made provision for the protection of animals against | A strong-smelling animal would be more likely to frighten ik i 
certain cruelties, and experience had proved its efficacy. | a brood mare. The result of her galloping was to take be 
Mr. Jesson, moving the rejection of Clause 1, which pro- | the mare off her feed, and to make her sweat, and to become i] es 
vides for a penalty not exceeding £10 for every day on | altogether unfit. On the following Saturday she slipped : f ; 
her foal. He found her in the field walking round and ; 


which a keeper of a place of public entertainment permits 
the same to be used for the exhibition of performing 
animals or birds, said that the entertainment industry 
regarded the Bill as a very grave reflectoin on them. 

Lieut.-Commander Kenworthy undertook that if the 
Committee would pass the Bill as it stood, he would draw 
up amendments for meeting objections which had been 
urged, and would move them on the report stage. The 
clause was carried by 18 votes to 13. 

The remaining clauses, which were agreed to with minor 
amendments, included a provision that the Act should not 
apply to the case of animal or bird of domestic nature 


round her foal, which lay on the ground almost dying. 
The mare was sweating, and was terribly upset, and he 
tried to pacify her. He managed to get the foal on its 
legs, but it dropped down again immediately, because 
it wasdying. He was unable to catch the mare that night, 
and when he went to the paddock in the morning she was 
very nervous and ill. She was dangerously ill for six 
weeks. Her value before that was £1,000, and he thought 
that afterwards it would be depreciated by one half. 

On the Saturday night when the mare slipped her foal 
he went to see the defendant, and he told her what had 


not previously trained for the purpose of such enter- | happened. She said that he was mistaken, and that the 
tainment, nor to the case of horses which had been so | abortion was due to a germ, and that he must get used to _ iy) 
trained, nor to the case of animals ordinarily used in | ‘ pin-pricks.” tH 
military tournaments. Cross-examined by Mr. Coventry :— He would not say Bad 
The Committee stage was concluded, and the Bill as | that the dog was a quiet, harmless animal. He did not A 
amended ordered to be reported to the House.— Times, | know that it had collected money for ‘“‘ Our Dumb Friends’ ¢) if 
April 13th. League.” It certainly had not ‘‘ the disposition of an at 
angel.”” He was not a man who complained of all his BAG)” 
Worn-out Horsk TRAFFIC. neighbours ; but it was true that he wrote a letter to the Ee 
In reply to Sir J. Butcher (York, C.U.), Sir W. Davison | police on January 21st, 1920, which commenced, “ May a 
(Kensington, S8., C.U.), and Sir H. Brittain (Acton, C.U.), | I make several complaints,” and another on the 23rd. Ph 
who inquired as to the worn-out horse traffic with the The evidence of Mr. John Coleman, M.R.C.V.S., taken ee 
Continent, Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen, the Minister for | on commission, was here read. He said that he knew te 
Agriculture, said :—The report of the Ministry’s inspector | Sidem, and that she was a fine brood oy oe Ph 
ie abortion 


who was instructed to inquire into the condition of the 
horses shipped from this country to the Continent has now 
been received, and I shall be glad to send a copy to my hon. 
friends and to publish it if they so desire. (Hear, hear.) 
The report shows that in certain cases insufficient care was 
taken in the examination of some of the horses, and the 
Ministry has dispensed with the services of the veterinary 
surgeons who were responsible. (Hear, hear.) The 
Ministry is considering the advisability of appointing 
whole-time inspectors at all the principal ports from which 
horses are exported, and the Ministry would welcome the 


presence of inspectors of the Royal Society for the Pre- | had to be treated by a veterinary surgeon as a result of by 
vention of Cruelty to Animals at the examination of the | rough usage on the part of defendant’s animal. Hi 
horses. Arrangements have already been made with Mr. Coventry then called the evidence for the defence. ry 
the French Government for the slaughter in this country | Professor Macqueen, of the Royal Veterinary College, BAD}: 
of horses intended for food, and the Ministry is endeavour- | said that he had studied abortion in mares. The average APT 
ing to make similar arrangements with the Belgian and | period of gestation was about 335 days; it might be as ai 
Dutch Governments. — Times, April 14th. short as 304 or as long as 390 days. _ A birth 16 days before aay) 
the expected date was quite possible. He had heard the ete 
evidence in this case, and he had come to the conclusion mal: 


Colonel Burn has introduced a Bill in the House of 
Commons to amend the Diseases of Animals Act, 1910, 
in respect of the exportation and shipment of horses. 


HEAVY DAMAGES FOR INJURED MARE. 
Important High Court Case. 
Doa Owner’s LIABILITY. 

In the High Court of Justice, King’s Bench Division, 
Mr. Justice Salter, adjudicated, on April 12th and 13th, 
the case in which George Coventry Bird, a breeder of 
thoroughbred stock, claimed damages from Mrs. Bell, 
the owner of adjoining property at Surbiton, on the grounds 
that a black Newfoundland dog had been allowed to stray 
and worry a brood mare called Sidem, which slipped her 
foal in consequence. 

Mr. Harold Morris, K.C., and Mr. Gerald Dodson 
appeared for the plaintiff ; and the Hon. W. R. Coventry, 
K.C., and Mr. Sidney Lamb for the defendant. 

Mr. G. C. Bird, the plaintiff, examined by Mr. Dodson, 
said that on several occasions he had complained of the 
defendant’s dog. He complained by letter to the police 
on January 21st and on January 23rd, 1920. On Monday, 
February 7th, he saw the doz chasing the mare, Sidem, in 
his paddock, and afterwards he found an abrasion on the 


extremely well just before the abortion. 
would depreciate her value by 75 per cent. 
of the foal was 100 guineas. 

Major Mortlock and Mr. Arthur Payne gave similar 
evidence, and put the value of the mare at £500 and the 
depreciation in value at 75 per cent. 

Ten further witnesses were called in support of plaintiff’s 
case, one stating that the defendant had admitted and 
paid a claim in respect to damage done to his daughter’s 
dress by the dog, another that the dog had ‘ worried his 
sheep times out of number,” and a third that his own dog 


The value 


that it was a full-time filly foal. Mr. Bird had said it 
was alive, and it had its hair and its hoofs. He had 
examined many cases where abortion was attributed to 
fright ; but on examination he always found the bacillus 
that causes abortion. A premature birth ‘due to shock 
would be simultaneous with the shock. He did not 
believe in such a birth from shock. Valuable mares were 
not usually allowed to foal in the open. 

Mr. Barraclough said that he was a personal friend of 
Mrs. Bell. Upon being demobilised in October, 1918, he 
found a difficulty in getting accommodation, and the 
defendant kindly provided him with a room in her house. 
As a slight return for her kindness, he took charge of the 
dog. The dog was in his charge until June, 1919. The 
dog’s docility was a revelation to him in the nature of 
animals, and he had never met a more lovable or a more 
useful animal. He had written for Our Dumb Friends’ 
League a description of the dog: ‘‘ He has the disposition 
of an angel.” 

At Christmas, 1918, he took the dog to make a collection 
at a West-end picture house, where for three or four nights 
he received attentions from hundreds of people. 

Mrs. Jeannette Bell said that her garden adjoined the 
plaintiff’s farm, and the dog had grown up from a puppy 
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in the company of the plaintiff’s horses, and they had shown 
no disposition to be frightened of him. The dog was 
mortally frightened of horses and cows. She had seen 
him walk away fromthem. He had never bitten anything. 

Following the calling of several further witnesses for 
the defence, and the presentation of counsels’ addresses, 
His Lordship gave the following Judgment :—‘ In this 
case the plaintiff sues for damages for injury to a brood 
mare caused by the defendant’s dog. By the Dogs Act 
(1906) it is provided that the owner of a dog is liable in 
damages for injury done to any cattle by that dog, and no 
knowledge of any previous propensity of the dog need be 
shown. Horses are cattle within the meaning of this 
statute. It is clear that the owner of the dog keeps it sub- 
ject to the risk that he may be liable in damages, without 
more, if the dog does injury to any cattle. If then this 
dog did the injury to the mare there is liability and no 
other question arises. Now, is it proved to my satis- 
faction that this dog did injure plaintiff's mare ? ” 

His Lordship then considered the evidence in detail, 
and said that he was satisfied that there was in this case a 
premature birth and that such birth was due to the dog’s 
chasing the mare. There had been a suggestion of con- 
tributory negligence on the part of the plaintiff, but he 
found, as a fact, that there was none. He assessed the 
damages at £175, and therefore entered judgment for the 
plaintiff for that amount and costs. 


Cattle imported from Ireland into Notts., Derby and 
Leicester developed foot-and-mouth disease within ten 
days. The beasts were’ quarantined, and the spread of 
the disease was arrested. 

Mr. J. F. Healy, M.R.C.V.S., has been elected President 
of the Middleton Agricultural Society. 

The Department of Agriculture has made an order 
which removes, on and from the Ist instant, the scheduled 
foot-and-mouth district in Co. Wicklow, and the restric- 
tions on the movement of animals hitherto imposed in 
connection therewith. Animals may, therefore, now be 
moved freely about any part of the Co. Wicklow, except 
into or out of the infected farms at Arklow, where the 
outbreaks of disease occurred, viz., at Ballyrichard and 
at Johnstown North. 

An Order has been issued by the Department of Agricul- 
ture withdrawing the prohibition against the slaughter 
and exportation of calves. The Order prohibiting the 
slaughter and exportation of in-calf cows still remains 
in force. 


At a meeting of the Council of the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, held on April 6th, in London, 
Lord Strachie said he was pleased to report that the 
Manchester Corporation had withdrawn opposition’ in 
connection with the Milk and Dairies Act, 1915. 

A letter was read from the Central Chamber of Agricul- 
ture inviting the Association to send two representatives 
to meet delegates from other principal agricultural 
societies re the taking of joint action in laying evidence 
before the Royal Commission to be appointed to consider 
the embargo on imported store stock. This invitation 
was accepted, and it was decided to invite Sir Merrik 
Burrell, Bart., and Mr. James Sadler to represent the 
Association in their opposition to the lifting of the embargo. 


Veterinary Education in India. 

The following extract from the report of the proceedings 
of the Bombay Legislative Council is of interest as indicat- 
ing the trend of events in regard to veterinary education 
in India and the substitution of Indians qualified in their 
own country for European graduates in the Indian 
Veterinary Services :— 

The first resolution taken up was one in the name of 
Mr. M. A. Haveliwala recommending that the Bombay 
Veterinary College should be affiliated to the Bombay 


University. The mover complained that they spent 


Rs. 90,000 on the college every year, and still it was only 
able to turn out 100 veterinary surgeons annually, who, 
after a three years’ course, started on their life’s journey 
with an average stipend of Rs. 45 amonth. That was a 
poor result, and he asked if the standard of the teachings 
should be raised. During the discussion it was evident 
that the general feeling was against the affiliating of the 
college to the university. In no part of the world, it was 
stated, had a veterinary college been affiliated to a 
university, and that if they did it in Bombay, it would 
mean considerable expense. The Minister of Education 
promised reforms, and on this assurance Mr. Haveliwala 
withdrew his resolution. 

The statement that no veterinary college is affiliated 
to a university is, of course, absurd. Probably England 
and Ireland, with its one exception, the Liverpool Veter- 
inary College, are the only countries where veterinary 
colleges are not affiliated to universities, and the sooner 
our colleges are the better.—Eb. 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 

Trade has been resumed for Irish cattle at Birkenhead 
following the suspension owing to foot-and-mouth disease. 

The foot-and-mouth disease regulations imposed by 
the Newcastle and Gateshead Corporations expired on 
April 13th. The regulations prohibited cattle, sheep and 
swine coming from any part of England south of the 
southern boundaries of Durham, Cumberland, and West- 
morland, and other precautions were taken to prevent 
the disease getting into the district. The withdrawal of 
the regulations means that animals may now be freely 
imported from any parts of England into Newcastle or 
Gateshead. The regulations are still in force in the 
county of Northumberland. 

The Minister of Agriculture has made regulations 
governing the importation of horses, mules, and asses 
into Great Britain which require a veterinary surgeon’s 
certificate of health. 

The Marking and Registration of Calves and Bulls.—'The 
rapid progress which the Ministry of Agriculture’s Milk 
Recording Scheme has made during the past year may be 
taken to provide an opportunity of drawing attention to 
that part of the project which provides for the earmarking 
and registration of calves bred, and of bulls used by 
members of Milk Recording Societies. The practice is 
optional on the part of both the Societies and their members, 
but if taken up, it must be carried out in accordance with 
the Regulations issued by the Ministry. 

This Earmarking and Registration Scheme is of the 
utmost value in connection with the breeding and up- 
grading of stock, as it provides not only for full records to 
be kept of the history of each calf from its birth, but also 
particulars of its sire and dam. That the advantages of 
adopting this part of the Milk Recording Scheme in addition 
to the simple recording of the yields of dams are being 
recognised is shown by the fact that 35 Milk Recording 
Societies out of the 51 operating under the Ministry have 
adopted the Calf Marking Scheme. In addition to the 
identification afforded by earmarking, records are kept 
by the societies of each calf marked, showing the date of 
its birth, its sire and dam, and also the milk yield of the 
latter, if an official milk record certificate has been issued 
by the Ministry in respect of it. Full particulars are 
also recorded of the sires of the calves, provided the former 
are officially earmarked. 

Sheep farmers in the Peak district are complaining of 
the depredation of foxes, which have killed and carried 
off newly-born lambs. 


Tue FIGHT AGAINST CONSUMPTION. 


On Wednesday of last week, Sir Alfred Mond recommended 
a Bill, in moving the second reading of the Public Health 
(Tuberculosis) Bill, which, says the Times, in a manner of 
speaking denationalises consumption. ‘ That is to say, 
it transfers the responsibility for the treatment of tuber- 
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culosis from the Health Commissioners to local bodies, 
and, if they make default, gives the State the same power 
that a municipal council has of repairing the default of a 
landlord and charging him with the cost. Sir Alfred 
Mond is much clearer than his predecessor, and made a 
straightforward, sensible speech. The fault of the Bill, 
to which Colonel Newman and Sir W. Joynson-Hicks 
drew attention, is the vagueness of its financial provisions. 

The doctors made the most interesting speeches. 
Colonel Nathan Raw, while approving the work of 
sanatoria, made the point that the cure was wasted without 
aftercare. It was most important to find suitable work 
for men who had partially recovered. Dr. Farquharson, 
who ended by blessing the Bill, was very critical of 
sanatorium treatment. He thought that it was up to 
now nothing but an experiment ; institutional treatment 
and aftercare might encourage passivity in the patient’s 
fight with the disease. 

Captain Elliot, as always, was interesting and original. 
The mortality from tuberculosis had been greatly reduced — 
Colonel Newman gave the figures at 72,000 for 1911 and 
42,000 now. He attributed the improvement mainly 
to good employment and good feeding during the war ; 
but he warned us that if these conditions were removed by 
strikes and bad trade, the improvement would disappear. 
Central European conditions would bring Central European 
diseases. He made the suggestion that the problem of 
aftercare might be solved by voluntary effort on the part 
of employers, on the lines on which the employment of 
disabled soldiers has been tackled. The Bill got its 
second reading.” 

Zoological Society’s Research Revival.—The report of 
the Zoological Society for 1920 shows, says the Times, 
that the scientific work of the Society is being restored 
to its pre-war level, and in some directions increased. 
The prosectorium, in which animals dying in the Gardens 
are examined, partly for anatomical purposes and partly 
to ascertain the causes of death with a view to prevention, 
is under the direction of Dr. Leiper, professor at the Royal 
School of Tropical Medicine, assisted by a full-time 
anatomist and pathologist, and by several honorary 
workers. Anatomical and pathological material is sent 
to various institutions, and the ‘‘ types’ of new species 
are presented to the Natural History Museum. Special 
attention is being devoted to parasites; the blood and 
bodies of dead animals are carefully searched, and other 
material is obtained from the droppings or the exterior 
of living animals. The life-history of parasites, the 
length of time imported parasites of tropical animals 
survive here, and the acquisition of local parasites, as well 
as the relation of these to health, form an almost new 
branch of study, from which valuable results are expected. 
The scientific meetings were continued during the war, 
but the publications were much reduced, and are only 
now reaching the old standard. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


The Breech Presentation. 


Sirs,—There have been recently several communications 
in the Record on the above subject, and it has been 
recommended to get an assistant to introduce his arm 
along with that of the operator for the purpose of keeping 
the foetus away from the pelvic opening while the limbs 
are being adjusted. An objection to this procedure is 
that it leads to bruising of the vaginal mucous membrane, 
which is prompt enough under ordinary manipulation 
to become cedematous and swollen—a condition that will 
certainly be accentuated by the introduction of a second 
arm. 

The plan that I adopt is to put a cord on the hock, 
pass the end of the cord through a hole in the end of a 


steel rod (a porte cord), push the rod up to the limb, and 
then fasten the end of the cord to the handle of the rod. 
One then has a sort of twitch on the limb. An assistant 
pushes steadily on the rod, and the tibia is flexed on the 
femur, the foetus being thereby carried forward. The 
operator works his hand down to the foetal foot, flexes 
it, and, as the point of the hock will not now catch against 
the maternal pelvis, the limb is easily brought into proper 
position. 

In very many of these cases the foetus is partly or 
completely on its side; care should then be taken to deal 
with the lower limb first, otherwise after the upper leg has 
been adjusted, it obstructs our manceuvres in getting the 
lower one back. 

It is to be remembered that the retropulsion of the 
foetus by raising the cow, by the arm of an assistant 
or by other means, is not (as seems to be suggested by 
some correspondents) the one thing necessary in breech 
presentation. By far the most difficult cases are those 
in which the limbs of the foetus are fully extended along 
its sides—the toe reaching the shoulder. 

I will give an instance. One Saturday night recently, 
having, of course, just said to myself, “‘ Well, the day is 
finished, let us light the lamp, make up the fire, and 
prepare to pass a sweet and peaceful evening by the 
hearth side,’’ I received the insistent calving case call. 
I found a big dairy shorthorn cow and was told that she 
had been trying to calve all day, but had not been inter- 
fered with, although the water bladder had burst during 
the afternoon. ° 

On exploration I detected at the mouth of the pelvis 
the buttocks of a foetus, but no limbs could be found. 
At length, however, I managed to reach the stifle with my 
finger tips. The calf was coming quite square, with the 
hind legs fully extended, and I knew that I was in for 
trouble. Deep on the left side I now made out the water 
bladder of a second calf, and I could feel two legs and a 
head. I determined to get that foetus first. Rupturing 
the water bladder, I got the two feet corded, and in a few 
minutes delivered a live calf. This was placed in front of 
the cow to engage her attention while I dealt with the 
other calf. For over half an hour I struggled to get hold 
of a limb, but could only just manage to touch the stifle, 
and found it impossible to push a cord up with the porte 
cord. I then thought of disarticulating the femur, and 
putting a cord on its head and pulling the limb off, but 
finally determined to deliver the foetus as it lay. After 
injecting a pint of oil, [ pushed a solid blunt steel hook 
up the rectum of the foetus and worked it into the 
obturator foramen, and with two assistants pulled steadily 
atit. The cow, which had stood up until now, went down, 
but I kept the hook in position, and (with the assistants) 
exerting considerable traction on it, delivered a dead calf. 
I went up to see my patient next morning, and found her 
eating hay as if nothing hadshappened, and she made an 
uneventful recovery. 

In a case like this, retropulsion does not help, the 
further forward the foetus is pushed the less easily are the 
limbs reached. In all parturition difficulties I think it 
most important to first of all seek to determine exactly 
how the foetus is lying, to decide what you intend to do, 
and work steadily to accomplish that end. Indecisive 

ushing here and pulling there wears out the operator, 
inflames the vaginal mucosa and exhausts the patient. 
—Yours, W. R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S., Enfield, 11th April, 
1921. 


Retained Placenta. 


Sirs,—I was pleased to note a few observations on the 
above in recent issues of the Record. The subject is an 
important one. 

As regards one of your correspondents, whose opinion 
does not coincide with mine, that ‘retained placenta 
does not contaminate the milk ’’—-an opinion I gave in a 
former issue—an explanation is required. What I 
wanted to infer was that so long as a cow with “retained 
placenta” or part of a ‘retained placenta” remains in 
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apparent good health, feeds well, ruminates and gives a 
good flow of milk, then, in my opinion, there is no fear of 
the milk. On the other hand, if a cow with “ retained 
placenta ” suddenly stops feeding, with rumination and 
milk suspended, and an elevation of temperature (or 
perchance subnormal, as is sometimes found in such cases) 
showing at once that septic contamination has taken place, 
amounting occasionally to septic pneumonia, the milk, 
of course, in such a case is only fit for the drain.—I am, 
yours, etc., CHas. A. SQuair. 
The Gables, Reigate. 
April 18th, 1921. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
INDIAN ARMY OrDeERs.—Auxiliary Force, India, 
Marcu, 1921. 


His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India is 
pleased to make the following appointment :— 

The Punjab Light Horse.—Lieutenant-Colonel G. K. 
Walker, C.I.E., O.B.E., to be Commandant vice Lieutenant- 
ga C. A. Barron, resigned. Dated 10th January, 

921. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Walker is the Principal of the Lahore 
Veterinary College and in taking up the Command of the 
Punjab Light Horse is following in the footsteps of Colonel 
H. Pease, 1.C.V.D., who Commanded this Auxiliary Force 
Regiment for many years. 


War Orrice, Tuk Lonpon GazerreE—REGULAR FORCEs. 


April 11th.—.Captain W. H. Walker, D.S.O., to be Major 
(February 3rd), with precedence next above A. L. Horner, 


TERRITORIAL FORCEs. 
April 13th. 
Captain J. Bell, F.R.C.V.S., is appointed to command 
a Veterinary Hospital (April 14th). 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
OBITUARY. 


Baruinc, JAMES LIONEL, 8 King Street, 
Graduated London, 25th April, 1866. 
1921. Age 76 years. 

Hoo.e, Heckington, Lincolnshire. 
Edinburgh, 17th April, 1872. 
Age 73 years. 


Hereford. 
Died 4th April, 


Graduated 
Died 11th April, 1921. 


ERRATA. 


Mr. F. W. Emery writes to point out that in the report 
of his paper on Veterinary Public Health, published in 
our issue of April 2nd, the second paragraph in column 2, 
page |, following the list of subjects reviewed in the paper, 
should read :—‘‘ In connection with the control of dairies, 
our first and most important duty would be to see that all 
animals comprised in the dairy herds are healthy. No 
animal should be permitted to remain in a herd unless it 
is in perfect health, and any animal showing any deviation 
in this respect should be removed and isolated without 
delay. Such an animal should remain under close 
observation until it has been restored to perfect health, 
or until the cause of the indisposition has been ascertained 
definitely, when it should be dealt with in the light of the 
information obtained.” 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders 
Rabies. Anthrax. and- Mouth (including Swine Fever 
Disease. Farcy).* 
2/32 3 | 4 [252] 32 
Als ‘16 4 5 z 6 a [5 
GT. BRITAIN. No.| No. | No. | No. | No. No. No. | No | No. | No. | No. | No. | No. 
Week ended 16th April, 1921 ... ee 7 | 10 2 252 | ... va 42} 57] 9 | 32 | 13 
Corres 1919 | 9 5 .. 195] 255]... | 32 15 
1918 | ... | 9 24} 17] 5 | 34 | 10 
Total for 16 weeks, 1921 ig | 1 | 206 | 243 | 27 | 2639 3 6 | 1166 | 1847] 346 | 369 | 111 
— — — 
1920 | 4| ... | 154 | 186 | 41 | 2197 9 | 16 | 2046 | 3614] 261 | 700 | 244 
Crnpeting i919 150; 2 | 61 | 84 | 19 | 1033 5 | 28 | 2491 | 4944 | 202 | 374 | 130 
poems 1918 ‘ 109 | 124 en ia 12 | 35 | 2141 | 4174 | 222 | 283 | 106 


Norst.- The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


*Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 


Erratum.—In the Summary of Returns for the week ending 9th April, 1921, the total given under Swine Fever of Swine 


slaughtered as diseased or exposed to infection should read 98. 


IRELAND. Outbreaks 

Week ended 9th April, 1921 | sion | | | 2 9 2 23 

1920 ee 3 6 

Corresponding Week in 1919 om 5 4 

Total for 15 weeks, 1921 2 4l | | | 33 124 21 | 158 

1920 os 1 3 53 134 2 11 

Corresponding period in { 1919 coe 1 1 53 125 14 47 

1918 1 144 7 | 27 


Nors.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 11th April, 1921, 


